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TRADITIONAL  TOYS 
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Toys  have  a  special  appeal  and  fascination  for  children  and  play 
a  major  role  in  fulfilling  the  need  for  creative  expression  which  is 
inherent  in  every  individual.  In  the  formative  years,  toys  help  in  the 
emotional  and  physical  development  of  the  child.  Simple  traditional 
toys  allow  the  child  to  use  his  imagination  to  create  characters  and 
situations  drawn  from  real  life  or  from  the  world  of  fantasy. 

The  traditional  figures  and  toy-like  artefacts,  with  which  an  average 
Indian  is  conditioned,  both  by  participation  and  observation, 
have  existed  all  through  the  centuries.  The  wide  range  of  such 
artefacts  and  figures  have  maintained  a  remarkable  historical 
continuity. 

Toys  can  be  grouped  according  to  the  material  from  which  they 
are  made,  for  example,  clay,  wood,  bamboo,  metal,  cloth  rags, 
paper,  papier  mache  and  others.  These  materials  are  easily 
available,  inexpensive  and  safe  for  children  to  play  with.  Toys  can 
also  be  classified  according  to  the  region  or  states  to  which  they 
belong. Traditional  toys  depict  animals,  birds,  fish,  human  figures, 
abstract  forms  and  miniature  items  of  everyday  use  articles  such 
as  cooking  vessels,  ritual  objects,  etc.  There  are  also  musical 
and  mechanical  toys,  mobiles,  dolls  and  a  host  of  others. 

Among  the  clay  toys  from  the  Indus  civilization,  the  bull  and  the 
monkey  are  perhaps  the  best  known.  These  toys,  though  more 
than  4000  years  old,  have  not  lost  their  ability  to  interest  and 
charm  children  and  adults  alike.  In  Assam,  there  is  a  tradition  of 
preparation  of  clay  toys  for  children.  These  toys  are  abstract  in 
form  with  pinched  features  and  pierced  designs.  In  Bengal,  Gujarat 
and  Bihar  there  are  painted  clay  toys  with  colourful  decorations. 
From  Krishnanagar  in  Nadia  district  of  West  Bengal  the  clay  toys 
are  delicately  shaped  to  form  realistic  human  figures  and  create 
miniature  village  scenes.  These  toys  are  costumed  to  depict 
the  traditional  dress  of  various  communities  and  occupational 
groups. 

There  are  a  large  number  of  toys  which  are  made  of  locally  available 
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resources,  such  as  twig  figures  from  Bihar,  the  painted  wooden 
toys  from  Odisha  and  the  coconut  shell  tortoise  with  moveable 
head  and  tail  from  Bihar.  The  Kondapalli  toys  from  Vijayawada 
district  in  Andhra  Pradesh  provide  an  array  of  figures  dressed  in 
the  local  costume  engaged  in  activities  such  as  cooking,  churning 
milk,  drumming  and  others  familiar  to  village  children.  From 
Chennapatnam  in  Karnataka  state,  wood  and  lacquered  toys  are 
prepared  in  delightful  bright  colours. 

In  India,  a  wide  variety  of  grass  and  bamboo  is  available  and 
is  also  used  for  the  preparation  of  toys  for  children.  Sikki  grass 
from  Bihar,  which  is  sometimes  coloured,  is  bent  and  woven  into 
intricate  shapes  of  animal  figures  and  baskets.  A  variety  of  rattles 
and  musical  toys  are  also  made  for  children  out  of  natural  material 
like  reeds,  leaves  and  clay. 

Old  cloth  rags  are  used  to  prepare  toys  for  children.  They  are 
often  decorated  with  touches  of  gold  and  silver  tinsel  such  as  the 
toys  from  Gujarat  and  Rajasthan.  For  very  small  children,  cradle 
decorations  and  mobiles  in  cloth  with  mirror  work,  shells  and 
tassles  are  still  popular  in  Gujarat  and  other  parts  of  India. 

Toys  are  also  associated  with  rituals— with  children  dressing  the 
dolls  for  festivals  such  as  Janamashtami,  Dussehra,  etc.  Children 
with  their  keen  and  poetic  imagination  make  toys  for  themselves 
while  they  are  playing.  A  stick  is  transformed  into  a  magnificent 
horse  or  into  a  mighty  bow.  It  is  the  child  who  transforms  the  toy  or 
doll  and  gives  it  a  life  of  it’s  own. 

Technological  innovations  have  overshadowed  the  traditional 
toys,  yet  the  art  of  making  such  toys  still  exists  in  many  parts  of 
India. 

We  hope  that  the  small  collection  of  toys  presented  in  this  Package 
will  provide  inspiration  to  understand  the  aesthetic  and  beauty, 
the  traditional  technology  and  mechanics  in  the  vast  variety  of 
toys  available  in  all  regions  of  this  country.  CCRT  will  attempt  to 
bring  out  a  series  of  Cultural  Packages  on  ‘How-to-make  Toys’  for 
children.  Each  package  will  focus  on  a  particular  material  such  as, 
paper,  clay,  grass  etc. 
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CREATIVE  ACTIVITIES  FOR  STUDENTS  AND  TEACHERS 

1  ■  On  a  map  of  India,  mark  the  following  cities  which  are  famous 
for  toy  production.  Give  descriptions  such  as  name  and  type 
of  toys,  material  and  technique  used  for  making  toys  in  each 
of  the  cities  : 

Varanasi 

Lucknow 

Mathura 

Chittorgarh 

Kondapalli 

Trichur 

Savantvadi 

Trivandrum 

Sheopurkalan 

Muraina 

Chennapatnam 

Tirupati 

Bastar 

Gopalpatra 

Birbhum 

Bankura 

Gorakhpur 

Baleshwar 

Charial 

Warangal 

You  may  add  to  these  places  as  you  explore  other  cities  by 
visiting  them. 
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2.  Explain  the  scientific  principles  used  while  making  certain 
traditional  toys. 

3.  Collect  various  mythological  stories,  anecdotes,  quotations, 
songs,  poems,  dohas,  couplets,  folk  tales  describing  toys.  You 
may  also  try  to  compose  poems  and  songs  on  your  collection 
of  toys. 

4.  Prepare  a  handbook  on  the  ‘Art  of  Clay  Terracotta’  through  the 
ages.  You  may  add  line  drawings  and  photographs  to  make  it 
more  informative. 

5.  You  may  prepare  a  teaching  aid  on  the  story  of  ‘Invention  and 
production  of  paper’. 

6.  Organise  a  visit  to  a  hand-made  paper  factory  and  make  a 
comparative  study  of  hand-made  paper  and  machine  made 
paper. 

7.  List  and  document  the  various  uses  of  paper. 

8.  Make  a  list  of  toys  you  can  make  with  paper — describe  how 
they  are  made. 

9.  Classes  may  be  conducted  to  teach  the  art  of  Origamy 
and  stencilling.  The  materials  prepared  in  this  class  can  be 
displayed. 

10.  Put  up  an  exhibition  of  toys  made  of  waste  paper.  School 
students  of  other  schools  may  be  invited  to  participate. 

11.  Find  out  the  traditional  method  of  ‘cire  perdue’  in  making  of 
metal  toys.  Try  and  collect  information  on  the  technique  and 
method  used  by  Mals — a  small  community  found  in  Bankura, 
West  Bengal  and  other  adjacent  areas  for  making  metal  toys. 
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12.  Make  a  comparative  study  of  the  traditional  toys  found  in 
ancient  Indian  and  other  civilizations  of  the  world. 

13.  Collect  information  on  toys  used  in  rituals  and 
festivals. 

14.  Visit  the  nearest  dolls  museum,  observe  and  learn  from  the 
costume  dolls  about  the  lives,  geo-physical  features  and 
culture  of  people  living  in  a  particular  place. 

15.  On  your  visits  to  other  places,  towns  or  states,  collect 
information  on  traditional  toys  and  dolls. 

16.  What  toys  can  you  make  with  the  following  materials  : 

Material  Toys 

Saw  dust 
Coconut  shell 
Sea  shell 
Grass/bamboo 
Old  pieces  of  cloth 

1 7.  Write  a  story  in  the  first  person  of : 

:  how  clay  got  transformed  into  a  toy  monkey; 

:  how  a  branch/trunk  of  tree  became  a  toy  in  Kondapalli. 

:  how  a  piece  of  metal  became  a  tortoise  or  deer  in  Odisha 
or  copper  bull  in  the  Indus  Civilization; 

18.  Divide  the  class  into  a  number  of  groups,  each  group  may 
be  encouraged  to  make  at  least  3  or  4  toys  using  a  variety  of 
materials. 


19.  31hTI  %  WTf  ?mlRcb  ^  ^  fcjchdl'l  RT 

%  STTfife  ^  sT5^t’  %  RR  RTTR  %  fdTT 

ylcuilsd  ^i  «c^=il  ^rt  cni'ici  qff  diaifl  ^  Rsldl^  *rhi 
fWFTT  ^n  R^RTT  tl 

20.  s$m1  %  fTTT  Tint  (f^T5T  ■jMdO  'SFTFf  £g,  RfRT  3  fed^TT 
WfTePT  WrfTO  #T  %TT  Rsjdl-}  tlRR  ^FTdt  #TJ  TlfdP=lf*RTT 

STFTtl^RT  ohlPn 4,1  2RTf  Radhl  (  HIHhM )  dTRR  TdT  dT 

■H^cll  f  sffc  dTR  SR?  f^idT  i'  tft  ^  ^T  f  | 

:  RsmI-}  tcf  3PJ^T  RTWh 

:  Radi ^1  ddiy  ^ i *-1  RTdt  ^'16  %  dTTI 

:  Radi ^  «mH  T  y^'+d  ddiTldi  I 


19.  Encourage  your  class  students  to  work  with  street  children, 
physically  handicapped  children  or  those  belonging  to 
economically  deprived  sections  of  society.  They  can  take 
inexpensive  material  and  teach  them  to  make  toys. 

20.  Organise  activities  for  children  to  make  scrap  books,  collect 
or  make  toys  to  set  up  a  small  toy  museum  in  the  school.  All 
the  toys  can  be  kept  in  a  box  and  labelled  and  the  students 
can  take  these  to  other  schools. 

Organise  quiz  programmes  on  : 

Materials  used  for  making  toys 
Name  of  place  where  the  toy  is  made 
:  Technique  used  in  making  the  toy. 
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MKUiReb  %HT% 

Traditional  Toys 


1.  «RT, 

in  id]  %  cm4  <^eii  t^t  hmc(  tt^cii  f^tcul  irt  yi-cRi  i?i 
"TT  sldi  3nif4  sHIT  vj1|4  c||<^  "%  <^l4  %  iTT^ 

^4f  %  R+HkY  TT  3TRTHt  3  dMd<*T  ^fTcT  *T#T  fwt  TTcrffe 
wM  ti 

^TRrT  3,  W#T  3  Ft  foSjS  ^T  WiFi  H  %ofeT  ^TTTcT  (qcR) 
sHi')  %  Rm  siR^  «i4'i ,  chdi^,  Tn^  ( fss4) ,  trt^I  c^^tt 
3-fk  RslcriM  ®RT^  %  lol^  RtvHI  ^TRTT  TFT  i?l 
F^TT  T)  pHcid)  %  ^4  Tt^7  ^ft  3Tc4cf  ^TTcTf4^  yfd^fcl  ¥RT 

i3  ti 

FF  ds<  TTgr  qfq  FI  ^  qq  fid  Fqd  qqsjji)  d  3iqd  Itdt 
Fidt  d  fftfi  fan  Ii  aqq  iff  ff  fiaefhi  qdt  qd  amt  adi 
3imR}d  frft  Ii 

2.  ^ITOT,  IJiqfldl 

qdt  iflqrd  afk  P^edd  amd  andq  qn  dtF  ltd  dr  qiq-qrq 
fdaqqq  dt  ltd  If  ff  fJ4HH  qreqqr  eitqr  afk  qRqfdqrqT  %  qqR 
%  qfq  4ql  qft  Flfd  qrid  qrid  I,  qFI  qod  ll ll  -hRh j < I  d  qi|F  Ft 
mem  d  qrai  qriF  'll  arqdt  iqqirqqrFi  qd  ysPdn  qrid  %  fdk 
qfpr  sra  lit  qf  fdfdq  qiqfqqf  I  d  qqd  qm  I-  imqq  ark 
lee-flq  fdzkti 

qdt  aik  d  Id  qq  qqrd  qiet  ftiqq  ffi  mqr  qi  In  a  el  d  qdt 
aq^fqqt  ftt  ihr-fish  qrid  fft  te4>iar>  FFtd  %  Peiy,  ad  qqqqi  -qmi 
I  ff  qi  Ideal  d  It  qrq  FqRFTeft  an^ddqi  It  ffi|  quit  li  frf 
%  qfq  ImK  fdFdt  sri  fdfdq  qqqd  au^PFlt  qd  q^q  %  qqd 
%  feiy,  qlt  aq^fqqt  qtt  qq|  Kglie  dr  qq  |  It  qqtq  I  qic)  ll 
qror  d>  qcdqr  qqiq  q?  qqq  qiqft  fneel  inq  qqf  qf  3q=(>fqqt  qrr 
q?qq  afk  stdqqqi  qtt  deft  fq=t-Rqq  ltd  li 

3.  faqrrq,  dn^feT,  trfrEnr  drrrqf 

pHeet ,  qj^r  qft  y^ild  qft  H  I  afd  qF  q^q  It  aqqrlt  d 
wrot  I,  fqqqn  qiqqq  d  qdq  d  dqq  qqtfqqr  qft^q  iq'  qqqff 
aq^fqqt  dqt  fqfqq  qqlt  %  Rid,  qqtq  fqjqr  qidi  1 1  qroftq 
Raefldi  fqqfqr  qrsRt  Fh eel  d  dqq  erqrlt,  dqqq  qqqq,  qrql  dr 
eqill  (fdqt) ,  dd,  qra  aSk  qk?  dr  sd  iq  iqd  flq  dr  qqrq 
dqrR  qqrat  ddt  qqmq  q?dqr  aMd«q  qqqqt  dr  fddtd  qqd  li 
fdeftd  qqd  dr  ltd  qqqrr  a|^q  qqqt  qft  3qqq  qqiq  qqqi,  fdfdq 
qrqq  sir  qqqft  qqqqqqrqi  qq  fdqrra  qqqr  Ikn  li  d  feeftd, 
qqqf  dr  qqqrq  afk  qqiqq  (qqqqi)  fdi  qq  3lr  f^^ii|q  qqi  qqrTTi 
3lk  tqfq  dr  fdfqrq  qF^att  qft  qqqd  errl  li 
qqq  dr  qcdqr  y<fq  d  kqqfkft  qft  iqr  fdfqre  qiqq  qi|  qidl  li 
qqgq  fdq  d,  Fq  qfdqq  d'uei  dr  qifqqi  fdd  dr  ^qiqq*:  dr 
q^aqt  qT  fqrqpr  qft  iqr  ^rq  qfq^rfq  |^q  qqrd  It 


1d?q  dr  qdt  qrqf  d  qd  fdkqq  dyFieiqt  d  qfqqq  qlra  dr  qiflqi 
fdd  d  qqd  qid  Raefl-t  Id  qq  qqrd  |i 

4.  sfreqr  qra^,  d^Tq-ilei,  qrfdqrr,  qf?^m  dniH 

qfqqq  qqret  dr  qrflqT  fdet  dr  <ji«jih‘k  d  qql  qrat  Fneel  qft 
ifeqil  qqi  fddtd  aiqd  qrqrq  afk  qqrdqiqt  Pf^i^h  % 
fdri  qftqs  li  fdqW  qft  3Rgfq  dr  %q;  ?q  tdeftlt'  qft 
qqid  dr  fqqr  qp  qiqqilt  qft  3qqqqqrqi  Itlt  li  3TcT:  ?q  fdeftdt 
q  ifeqiaff  qft  q?qei  FTqt  d  fdfdq  fqrqT  qmi  li  dd  fddtd  qqn 
dr  fdtr  qqpftq  q|t  "i^ft"  dr  fdrqk  qft  fdeel  qft  qqtq  d  enqi 
qrtcn  li  qdtqr  tjfeqi  qft  add  qiqqilt  d  fq^flq  fqrqi  qnqi  li 
?q  tdeftlt  qd  fiiHi-qd:  “dqTiqT  ifedf”  dr  qrq  d  qni  qrqi  |i 
fqqq  d%qr  q|qq  It  ItqT  li 

qqrjq  fdq  d  Fq  iq>  qiqqr  dltqqrR  qft  1^3  qqrq  It  Fd  qiaei 
qiqqr  qiq  dr  qqfdq  qrq  d  «imi  ■dmi  li  qiqqr  dr  FTq  d *  1 * * *  it 41  qq 
qiqqr  qra  I,  fdd  qrdt-qrdt  n,q>dKi  dr  qiq  d  It  'dm  -dm  li 
qiaq  qiqqr  qfqqqq  qfqq  Itq  qd  It 

5.  rftq  qiR'Ud  rq?T  mq,  sdfddtT 

qqq  d  qiq  qqi  afqqfqq  qqt  d  Ifqqr  qqtq  d  and  qiqft  atk  q^nqlt 
qi^k  qft  dqr  qidtq  qfqq  li  ifqr  ?q  fdfd  d  qre  dd  qrat 
qqrq  qft  qiqdt  qri  qqtq  fqrqi  'didi  I,  aiq;  aqq  ^q  qqrq  qft  qrdlq 
q^jl  qqqw  q|f  li  qikqqi  qra  d  r^pqq  3dqkf  dr  qqtq  dr 
qnq  qd  ftucftd  dtqddtq  qrq  d  dqqr  ltd  li  ipq  qft  q^rfd  qft 
ffe-qrcr,  qd  irs  qqrt  dr  feiq  qqtq  d  end  qft  qqi  qqr  qiqqi?qqr 
dgfe  It  qqiq  qrqft  li 

ifeqid  afR  fiqqftd  Itqfqqr  qqi  |q  qrqiaft  dr  qdq  d  wqqr  fd^ 
ltd  I  dd-qnq  dr  fdfdq  q|dt  qft  qrqi-qrqq  qft  dfdqi  aqfli 
qq^q  fdq  d,  Fq  dtq  qfd^  qrq|  qft  aq^rfd  qd  qqrd  I  dt 
Fd  iq  q  Ifsit ,  q  i^q  qi  q  dteiq  qft  fd^n  Id  It 

6.  cf^OT  3dr  TRIIMtij},  qrfTHFT  rq^T  ■ETTO,  dlP^yil 

qqq  d  aMd<*i  aifqqridi  qdrqqq  feeitd,  Pf^ifh  afd  qqid 
d  qrjqq  qqrdtqr  dr  dq  d  arfgdtq  ltd  It  qqidtq  dk  qr  Fiq  qq 
qrq  aftqkt  qd  qqfq  qrrd  qqiq  qqd  qid  Fq  ftqeftdt  sro  qro 
aqjqq  qd  q-l  Iqrd  qr  a dl •  it  ski  fdfdq  fqnr  ^  qqiq 
qirjdd  dr  ftaeftdf  dr  qiq  <jqiqi  q|t  qft  qn  qqrdti 
iii4lui  dtqq  d  q^j  qqr  nerq^I  itdqq  fqqid  I  atk  ttff  dr 
fdqifqqt  d  Fqdr  qfd  fdqsqf  3qqr|q  ItFi  li  q^q-d  qiaff  qq'dt 
feeld  wdtq  fqrqqiad'  dr  qiq  qqt  qkdt' d  qiq  qqd  1 1 
aqq  nefi  ^d  It  qffq,  adfgqrr  d  qrftqei  ^ei  qrq  qq,  RqiqFd  qqid 
dr  fern,  qqtq  fqrqi  rqiqj  niRq^i  ^ei  qrq  qd  isq>  ^Ffdrq  qr 

qqiqr  qnqi  I  afk  3qqqc  |qt  qwlt  d  '/441k,  Fit,  aqq 
qi  (qrqqi)  3fk  euqrid  qieft  qfqqkq  ri8^  qlt  i^i  qqik 
qqd  li  qqjq  fdq  d  ff  qiftqqi  qra  qiq  d  qd  It  FpFq  Raefld-i^qr 
qr^an  afk  q^r  qqqr^j  |®  qqrd  li 

7.  Frsft,  fflcWFit  dra,  fd?TT 

qiHMd:  qlwra  Pisidld  aiqiqiqii  qqqtq?qr  qqrqqqiaff  (fdqkf)  qi 
aqqikci  ltd  li  ’pdf  qft  ykt*  qiq  qft  fdqqft,  qidqr  qd  afk  tit 
qd  y-qwi,  qqqtfdqi  qft  qq  qr  fdrr  qdkqq  dr  fdrr  Fieri  qi  qqrqi 

I.  aqqiR  f|qT  qi  qqrqj  qj  qqiqr  qj  qqrqT  ||  asiS<ul  dr  fdro; 

qfdeiqii  dr  ^deideefl  fdd  dr  qqqjqlt  qqq  qr  qiqiqq  qiq  qd 

l^qq  qnqq  fd?q  qft  qqffdqr  -niqi  qzifqi  qqi|  qrdt  li 

qF  dt  ad-ii  It  aiTFqdqqqr  |  fqr  aiqdt  tdfdell  fdqqreH  dr  (eiy, 


qfq^  fdFR  ftqq  qiqdt  d  fqqqft  qrq  qd  ai^ei  q*g  q^  eids 
qq,  ^TFeftfrq  qqdr,  qqi  fqq  qei^n  qnqr  ftaeilt  qqid  dr  Rm, 
qqfq  d  enqi  qM  li  ?q  y-isfl  qteft  fdqqr  qqiq  qiq  qd  anqrdqr 
qd' d  qn  rsmq  |,  fqqd  arqqq  Tjfeqik,  FTdt,  eiqqrid  qi^  qfddtei 
feeftd  qqik  qjd  |f 

8.  ^q^HI ,  qm,  rjrTT 

fddq  qqrq  qft  eidteft  qrq  atk  Fdeff  (Ffeqf)  qd  qqqd  |qq 
afk  rjq  qrq  dqt  qgir  dt  qqid  qidt  I,  fdqqq  fdltq  ayqtq  fru 
li  qtq  qq?i  qq  qqq  feqiTFq  dr  frit  dr  qrqqqq  feeftd  Fq  qra 
dr  qqq  a<iF<ui  li  y-qidi  afk  fdrqmkqqi  qq  ^q  fdqq  frr  Itt 
d  qiq;  qqd  qrd  Itaeil-i)  qft  fdfdqqi  d  qqqq  fm  Ii  Ifqqr  dtqq 
qft  qqjaq  d  qieiqr  dt  qi,  anqqq  afk  qiqdt  lodi  I  qqq  qq 
FRk  dfldt  qR^ilt  q  fqieqqren  aqfl  d  fid  qkqd  qd  qqFkt  qri 
qftisjq  qra  Fkn  li 

frit  d  Fd  Fdeel  d  qd  qqdr  Fjq?p  d  etqrq  fdltq  %-qfq  ary-q 
qrqt  qi^  dtq  qi  drqrs  fif  qft  qfdqt  d  qq  ^q^qt  qft 
fdfdqqi  qra  Itdt  li  iq^d,  fdfdq  aqqrkt  afk  qfqndf  d  fqqd 
I~1R5  eileilyTy  dr  aqqrR  dr  ltd  I,  irs  qd  fill  qd  aqqrfdq 
qqd  di  fkik  qqqd  qq  eiiq>i4i  qrai  li  trif  fdq  d  ff  Fjq^qf  qri 
FFeii  y=bi<  I13  qqrd  It 

9.  Raeitqi  fis)  ,  ^ira 

fdis  qreqqmteTFi,  iqqirqqrqi,  qdkrqi  3fk  q^mi  d  FKdtq 
RsieftHi  fqqfqT  qd  qqfqq  qrqn  qrfeq  li  frf  d  fdfqrq  qqrqtqd' 
qq  qdki  qrqdr  fdfdq  qqrR  dr  eiqrlt  dr  qd  Raeit-i)  qft  FFid  q^q 
ffri  qlt  Ii 

qieiqr  dr  qq  d  ff  feeffqi  FTlt,  fli  dfld  d  Fiqq  fdqnei 
eiqrlt  dr  qq  qq  qdf  qd  qdtqr  qqqq  qqgq  qrq  qqrdt  I,  fdRl  Iti 
qft  q^qq  -ijkf  qft  qftqi  Fini  d  fqqrieid  qqq  iFqrnjdqr  qqrqi 
qTffl  |l 

ir®  Raeftd  q^dt  qd  qqqqr  dtqq  dr  %is;  Ifr  qnd  Ii 
y«js  fdq  d,  qrra  qft  qqt  Raeilai  kill  |<gl  qi  qqrdt  I,  dt 
qqqq:  qieiqr  qq  rffii  qTFq  Ftm  Ii  aqq  dt,  Fd  qqqf  ?ri  qifddf 
qqi  q^ad  qd  end  dt  qid  dr  Fem,  fdrqicqqr  Itqefld  dr  qq  d 
y^qq  fqrqi  qiqT  Ii 

10.  urre,  adflkiT 

Fq  qqeid  qqq  d,  qqroqq  feeftlt  dr  ftf  qdki  qqd  qqq  aiqq^ 
iqr  fdq  qqrR  qq  Itfdqr  fdqR  Raeil-d  ?RI  Idiaiqi  qj  qqrqT  |i 
iRga  fdq  d,  ff  ftwif  eiqrlt  dr  feeftdf  qft  kteft  fi  amufoi 
It  eiHqrdt  qfeqf  |ig  qqrd  Ii  f^  qr^i  sraqi  m  tr  -jiqktq 
fqrqi  qi  qqrqi  |  afk  FFdr  Feiy,  ^isi  qin  qd  aqqFqqrciT  dt 
Fit  Ii  Fidikqr  Pyefidt  qi  dt  te  qdtqqq  qRqreqqiaff 
afk  qft  fi  qqtn  It  il  I,  F^eiy,  q#ftqrqq  qi  qn  q  Itqri 
aqqrqjf  qr^lt  qratt  dr  qqiq,  qdkrai  afk  ffif  qq  qi  qn  t|qi 
qrai  Ii 

11.  <5e^q ,  >*msi  ,  yPnioi 

qidki  qqq  d,  frf  d  feeftd  qqd  dr  fdk  qidf  qri  qqtq  fqrqi 
qiFT  1FI  li  FRF  dr  qiFIPlF  kaeftii  fqqfFiaff  d  qi  id  q^ 
qd  fist eitD  dr  mi  d  qqid  dr  Rriy,  y,<id  qrqlt  qri  i^qi  qqtq 
fqrqi  Ii  firmf:  d  qidtq  frf  dr  qqqf  dr  fqq  fentd  afk 
dkq'jd  qtqfd  Ii 

qqp  fdq  d  ff  id  qq  d  qdt-qdt,  dnn  d  andfru,  fir  ftri 
qft  iqr  t|eFF  ^rq  qd  I13  qqrd  !i 


12.  ^rat,  row,  ,  ami  ftftgr 

FRy  ft  tor  (aroft)  At  feeAtyf  yA  dFp:  fArt  ti  FRy  %  ayyy 
Metro  <i'-rF  ft  Aft  TO'ei  t  rotli  FT  Raeil'il  TO  RihIui  tleii  t,  FT 
FT  arosl  %  RaeAhi  yA  ftfftd  ro<H  yA  aRroed'ii  ( fsroS'l)  affd 
ciro-ilro  Metro  rtATO  ">1  fFR  tl 

3TFJ  Midi  %  t}'“Jll  f^Td%  TO  gro  ftfyi  TO  ftf-siHe-dl ,  3iyft  dTO-ftl 
%  KeMl-ll  yA  ItftroTO  %  Pag  rrfdFjJ  tl  3liyiro-$Tfyy  %  TO! 
ft  TOiA  aiel  mRi^  roairoid  11  lerai  yAlrol ”  %  din  ft  tot  rorat 
drosl  TO  TlftFT  TOdft  tl  fQ did!  yA  3TO.A+  Aft  ft  dTTOFy  TOTT 
f  i  yftroyayt  radlnT  toP  gfaar  ft  dTroffftro  nfA^  ftroroaft  yft 
yPigPift  tfyt  t  froyft  Profty  toto  ft  Aro  frog  At  gaiyad  yft 

MpigPl  tl  TJ/TO  3FTO  dl+fyd  gft  HsTeTOgA  3TTOdp  TO  yTTpTOel  Flftt 
to  Radi  A  ay  yft  M+gn  fro  ft  <(<ai  to  utott  tl 

13.  Pa hIA ,  urra,  TOsSi'-kTOi ,  arfg  yftgr 

TOTH  mAti  fftry  a>l  si  Herd!  ft  ddiy,  TOlft  aicA  lAui'iei  Radi  A  gdR 
ay  ft  APdifroro  aRal  %  ^t-PiA  AiPsa  <6 A  tl  ^laffro ,  uihIto 
Afroy  ft  hARr  tfftro  rotroy  %  toto  gyro  yft  Migci  totA  Trofrorod 
fftidlA  At  rop  atrofriy  ti  ftft  Radii)  %  ay  A,  Fny;  iM 
FftyAf  A  drop  yft  fttroy  ftotA  gg  yroi  rod  yft  fyfftro  rodgg  ydyft 
tothmitt  a#  gt  to  to  to  gro  gFftt  dAP  to  ftg,  roTOdt  ayfft  yft 
Aa-da  totA  arts  roayf  yft  ya  drroft  ti 
rRgy  fro  A,  ff  ywidd,  Aggro,  A  dTrof-rorof  tor  3ygftyyf 
Aa  diroA  ti  A  to^AAto,  ttoto  tot  trod  ro<A  A  rrgyy  yyrftpyft 
yrrideuaft  At  srfAfdro  yw+K  %  3yyR  sffd  droyreFroro  yft  AP 
stTtotto  TOdAP  ti 

14.  faA'i A ,  grra,  gjp^mroft,  arm  gA?r 

M<y<HM  Radldl  to  ProPm.  arotP  At  atf  APd  PAfAy  anroA  toP 
atP  ay  tor  totA  dryy  toAP  frodA  sn^rfA  toP  toftiA  itP  ti  fedlA 

Pddfdl  ? Adll  Idled  fdypTO  TO  fATOlP  3td  cTdPyA  TO  Hldd  TOdd  TOP 

Art  TOdTO  t,  yd  ager— afp  TOd^Af  A  ?y  yro  fAfAro  ttAP  toP  Aa 
totoA  t,  At  syfyay  A  fya  ttAP  ti 
yager  troy  A,  try  "aAP  pja  A.  w  yrdro  an^RiA  Aa  drroA  t,  toP 
ttto  APd  aider  A  Attsjto  toP  fAfAyro  ayfAlei  totAP  t  A  ^dAP  Aid 
arfrojA  da-aifdTOTO  toP  aRdyiAdi,  Ay  APd  yrfroA  toP  tototo  yA 
srfyTOTO  TOdAP  ti 

TOTOTOd  A  ft  3H'f  PefAf  yA  fwAtgro  totA  m  dj^yyy  faagrr 
ydgAtrodro  yd  arfA  TOyyiAP  A  »roy  fAro  ti 

15.  TOTOTO  frorgA,  gTPTd ,  fgerdp 

3rA  yroyy  A,  ?y  aAP  A  TOroy  yd  froro  totoA  At  array  yft  argyy 
froro  ti  ail'd ,  tottot  6hR  ARito  APror  to  ygr  Aro  arfycfiA  toft 
tP  ^gro  t  Pro  ?y  ayA  diry  tP  yfpyy  to  TOay  AaiA  ti  toftto 
yA  fAfya  yroro  A  anald  A  arro  toto  t  AA  PAtaA,  PaffTOr, 
frorofroy  atd  froyroA  yrdA,  gyroyro  totA  yyR,  ayfAPAP  (toftto 
totA)  atd  "gror  tgi  toftto,  gro  aeroieddTO  atd  yggrAP  Pdie-M 
yr»TOy  t  arPd  to  tATya  dddroroAP  (tottto)  yyr  AtP  A  totoito  1 1 
Ator  toftto  to  yyypy  yrdA  fg  totoP  toP  fyfAa  mtok  At  Radii 
tottA  At  totA  A  yR-yfdd  froro  tot  drroeiT  ti 
udgy  froro  A  toftto  At  atrofyy  (yypdd)  Radii  At  tot  utoA  t, 
to!  ygaro:  Aaf  A  tP  AA  totA  ti  ft  PA  dill  rot  tokImt  tottA  t 
atd  ft  RadldP'  toP  totrt  froroftd  yroyp  yA  fArroro  tot  dTroro  ti 

16.  ro^ff,  fgaap 

Rued  At  aro  A  Radii  totoftt  dflayi  3ftd  frod  a-t  roroA  dFTT  amrR 
ti  TOder  At  yyp  mAkfr  frrofPA  fygH  atd  errodPro  yA  dfrorodTaA 


A  rogy  tP  fdrod  A  gt  fq;  t  afk  tosti  yA  yrof  A  AffAro  drororo 

■hihiPI  At  ay  A  ftto  rogy  yyrAP  royypy  ti 

Radii  yyrA  A  (faaPAf  A)  groP^  ArofAro  fA^iAP'  to  yyfy 

tPro  t  apfpd  arsroyyA  SR  rorofaA'  ayfy  At  yisyy  A  ft  fA^PAP  toP 

dryryA  atd  rttottA  to  Pag  toittft  Aa  rrod  ti 

gfro  toftto  gyr  yrdeTT,  arRTTdP  A  ana^y  atd  dAad  At  fag  gdf^FT 

■hihiPI  t,  ayr:  to^A  tot  APaA  to  arory  tor  totA  At  Pag  Ator 

toftto  At  dTOdTcyro  royypy  yd  yroPd  frog  tot  dt  ti 

yddjro  froro  A  any  toftto  A  tott  gro  ysft  A®  dryrA  t,  froA  drra 

aiRrorol  Py^idT  At  TOTOd  yd  tottto  yro  ti 

17.  froafgf  ( ed^gnA  gr^ )  RgcdlA ,  grroroi,  rjaag 

grodiro  A,  Afyd  A  AA  droay  arfAro  totA  At  fag  yroeTroAf  tg  sr  yd 
azrog  totA  toA  fProaftA  rororg  totA  Ai  grodR  to  roiPeyirois  froar 
APtorP  yd  dTTOFp  At  fag  rororg  totA  toA  AtdyfP  At  fag  yfAg;  ti  to 
APdro  rod  A  ayg  AfftAP  to  ttofr  totA  yAPro  ttA  ti 
yaRFR  ay  A,  to  toft  fdroroP  froro  totto  t  3ftd  ft  AtdAP  A 
3TfAfty  rogaip,  yf^rrof  atd  Tfaf  yA  gaar  3Tfyroyy  tPAP  ti  rofefi 
3|r  yyyA'  %  toft  drftro  A  yAP  azrog  toA  roA  Radii ,  gro  toPtot 
3TR:droa  Migd  totA  t  3iPd  dyroRTO  A  ayA  roA  rod  toP  AP  gaden 
yro  yAPBiRdi  A  yd  AA  ti  adrog  toA  roA  ftaAPA,  roaro  At  gA 
( dial)  At  tor  AA  totA  yd  farojaA  yA  aydg  yA  ayjgfy  tor  totA 
t  yro  droay.  At  affd  yfy  grrr  rot  raPryd  totA  ti 

18.  Ara,  grro^r,  ipmg 

yAroroy  yRytro  fraaPA  drtro  rorof  yA  roam  afro  toP  ypyrofty 
to  in  t  afpd  FdT  id  to  id  ardroiA  fP  'didTO  ftA  ygyy  dTda  AfArro 
froroA  toP  ariryyid  At  tot  Aro  ti  toPtoto  At  diro  3tr  dyroidroro 
(ydaro)  A  Atot  d-Ad  totort  (droro  froro)  afR  yryPa-TOeyro  At 
ay  A  arfyrofyy  At  totr  diAro  rogfAro  dFA  f,  rorotfro  ft  yd 
dryy  to  yroro  rotf  fPtoi 

fA'ro  3td  grodR  Aro,  3TTtoAto  fAroiFA'  (yfdroayroaA)  arfd  roroA 
frog  yg  anydyA  A  ttA  fAfAro  htoit  At  ydiy  gyy  fryAA  yroro 
At  Pag  yfArg  ti 

ydirogro  faatro,  aryA  gaiyy,  aroPA  droay  yro  rog  yd  rorgy 
TOsi^gad  rojAP  At  torto  yraTTOrA  yA  ygro  atd  grgiaro  tot 
TOfAy  TOdro  ti 

19.  gftror,  grroroi,  ai^ng,  ronj  afrr  g^APr 

g<i1  rodror  arid  froyt  A  roAP  yg  aygrtAyt  At  RaAldi  3ik  gferoapf  yA 
dTTypR:  “ydirogyy  feAA”  ro  "royro  gfero”  toft  totto  ti  A 
3TigAyro  yidy  At  gyp  grrnP  A  rorof  totAP  t  afg  ft  RaalAi  toP  roroA 
A  PdTOTO  PAAy  gidlddl  daAP  ti 

arrofy  PAfroro  totr  yA  Agnjyrg  yro  Afi  yA  rogfAy  torAP  gferog 
yiHI-TOd:  fTOdPP  y  pTOdPP  TOFT  A  TOdy  TOd  At  yA  TOfAy  TOdAP  ti 
ridgy  froro  A  ff  roro  rod  AAP  t[f  agra  yA  yrAdFR  Arorgro  A 
yrol  tofA  yA  gfero  toP  Aro  rttoA  ti  yrAdiyy  froatro  fyrgp  rtor 
froAro  At  TOro-TOtroy  ark  tit^iRi  At  fAroro  A  tofttottP  sm  totA  A 
dTFTTOTO  fPA  ti 

20.  waft,  grra,  aftf^yn 

yrAdiyy  Radii  roroA  ft  rrgroy  ytAro  thhiA  yA  rororoy,  rroay  afly 
arfAfrorroT  to  aFFTT  AflroA  fPto  ti  a<i5Tui  At  fag  arotf  (tots) 
atd  Faro  totA,  ^tu  ff  yro  yAAPro  aTT^rfAro  fyffty  toito  t,  rorofro 
fyyyp  A  roAP  ay^TpAAP  ft  arerofroro  groyroro  fPAP  ti 
ailfsdii  At  tots  A  roA  Raeil-il  At  AP  yfgrg  Arro  t— dfroagd  froA 
tot  royf  diHTO  droy  afpd  gA i  gfP  ft  roA  Radii  aryA  royyrgR 


gfp  afR  frofroy  fArorro-royrro  gro  fito Ato  ay  tf  At  toitiji  rogy 
atroftro  t  rorofro  royf  A  PAfAy  Radln  fto  tAt  A  frofroy  fyrg 
roll  tl 

rorgy  froro  A,  ff  aftfero  ftroy  gA  A  ftfAP  At  roA  froatA  rrfAay 
toP  Aro  drroA  ti 

21.  roAgft,  nftjig/t 

frto  At  ydAdiyy  fraetyf  A  gro  ftor  to  ayyrAa,  Arfaroro  yro 
frororofAro  fift  fPAP  ti  totto  Aro  Fd  A  froatA  afk  gferorft  rorol 
totAP  tl 

Ffrogd  rofp  gferoTOp'  rot  dig  gar  yA  FdftdFR  Arogro  FFrorod,  groy 
( ayrorro)  yro  FdftdFR  TOrgroff  difty  grodTOgAro  Ator  froro  totto 
ti  TOTdtfdro  gro  dftt  roaTTOd  rot  gTFFroy:  gar  yA  gro  A  ygfrofy 
froro  tort  ti  ft  gTsal  toP  droroyrola  dAP  A  rororo  tort  t  aftd  ro 
grot  yA  Fifty  totAP  ti 

mgy  froro  A  ff  Ffrogd  yA  mtmti'r  Arogro  A  draff  gfftro  Aro 
drroA  ti  Ffftgd,  3ftA  rngrpyro  dfPaA,  fftoAP  apyp,  fArfr  diat. 
Ffyy  gypy  afpd  frofroro  rrynd  At  gaA  At  fag  rrfdra  ti 

22.  TfdTO,  tiro, VI ,  STTrJ  ^Tdf,  3Ttf^FTT 

FTdy  A  rorofrorof  A  rog  toA  froro  tot  rft  ti  frog  g’roro  yA  rgrof 
A  rnro  gar  rodAP  rosroA  arroror  toAto  yA  roA  gyro  roA  rrfygAft,  rog 
froar  At  ggarroTOyP  to  rrarro  fftto  ti  roroT  At  fag  fttro  frogro  yA 
gyfroro  At  Aro  A,  rog  gro  rogy  fP  tyrorro  ft«ft  rft  ti  FTdy  At 
TOyroryfy  AroP  A,  rog  At  Radii  rorog  totA  t  afpd  rorog  yg  yAf 
AP  A  Radii  gro  tAA  yAf  fPA,  yroffro  rratro  Radii  rot  roroA  At 
fag  yg  gift  to  FdAroia  froro  tort  ti  fr,  fftdfyy,  ym.  Atoft, 
roTFT,  ftm  afpd  ygj  TOyy  At  arro  drydTO  yA  3ygrfyro  gg  AaP  A 
trod  yA  totAP  ti  fftto  aygAAro'  At  roroA  totAP  t  yro  Aftt  rreAro 
aygAA  gro  3rgA  dtaft  yA  ridgy  totAP  ti 
ridgy  froro  A,  toIIsrii  A  rorg  frororo  A  rorog  totA  rorA  ferffy  gyro 
yA  As  drroA  ti 

23.  rospft,  dftrft  fftrar,  AP^t 

yyfy  diro  afpd  dfro  rorfgy  rrftro  ayroy  gAP  rrrod  yA  yyayy 
dygriP-fAyA,  rodro  aftd  rygAAro  M'  A  rorog  totA  rora  ffaatyt  to 
gro  drgrs  yfrgroro  ridgy  rorA  tl  FRy  At  drgg  yy  At  ayg-rog 
ffP  riTOd  At  3yroR  afpR  dAP  yA  ft!  Pm  ft  rroy  fPAP  ti 
gro-ggp  At  dyro  Typftp  droAro  dfpfftft  gro  Aryp  ft)  Pm  ft' 

A  roA  rog  3ygAyft  aftt  Radii  didA  3fR  roroA  A  aygR  fPA  ti 
dftyyyfta  rfyp  A  rft  Pyg  totA  At  ygrorg  dfty  fftar  A  roA  A  Radi  A 
FF  roro  to  toPtor  yyiFda  ridgy  totA  t  fro  mgrfyyr  rofyy  % 
dftyy  difty  gad  rodgaft  yA  fyffty  totA  At  fag  frog  ftor  rrgrfy 
rrgy  rodgaA  to  yftpy  froro  tot  drroro  ti 

24.  ■^ftar,  Tar  hAft 

rofro,  frto  roro  rrgyy  yA  totA  roraf  dTroffroro  g^d  giyRift'  ft  g 
gro  ti  totto  At  3ifdroro  tot  dfyft  fA  ffttotto  FFTFRy  A  ftp  rroy 
fPto  ti  roroPy  diFro  A  roAro  roA  gnyrod,  gRd  rorgg  roroA  totAP 
ftfi  A  TOdgg  fftA  totAfA  yft  grroam  affd  gftHirHroai  to 
rpyro  ti  FRy  A  rof  droAP  Fd  rofro  tot  fftrofro  fyrro  totto  t  affd 
frofroro  ftor  yA  rodgaA  rot  fyffty  fyay  tort  ti  aryyf 
afR  dftffty  fPA  yA  ngAA  At  totto  tor  g  ft) 

dyyroyp  A  nroFr  A  airo  tort  t  afpd  gftp  fttoA  rtgRy  totA  ti 
rofro  arol‘1  A  froffta  AA  3ftd  yfTroaRTaA  (fftroiFTf)  A  ayyrftro  ag 
ay  Radii  fyffty  frog  ti  mgy  froro  A  yg  rofy  At  roA  gr®  tofttot 
(yg)  Aro  gyft  ti 


MUmRch 

Traditional  Toys 


1.  Monkey,  Terracotta 

The  art  of  clay  work  is  as  old  as  man  himself.  Very  fine  earth 
which  is  easily  available  along  the  banks  ol  the  rivers  is  most 
suitable  for  wheel  pottery. 

In  India,  clay  has  been  used  from  ancient  times,  not  only  to 
make  bricks  for  buildings  but  also  to  make  useful  objects  like 
pots,  bowls,  containers  and  decorative  pieces  and  toys. 

A  most  realistic  representation  of  a  monkey  made  of  clay, 
climbing  up  a  pole  which  he  grips  firmly  with  both  hands  and 
feet,  has  been  found  in  Harappa.  This  toy  which  you  see  in  the 
picture,  fascinates  children  of  all  ages  even  today. 

2.  Animals,  Terracotta 

All  dolls  and  toys  are  a  source  of  great  delight  and  are  also 
educative  as  they  act  as  bridges  between  the  worlds  of  fantasy 


and  reality  from  which  children  journey  back  and  forth  with 
great  ease.  Among  the  various  materials  chosen  by  man  for 
expressing  his  creativity,  the  simplest  is  soft  and  malleable 
clay. 

Figurines  in  the  round  made  in  clay  are  baked  in  order  to 
make  them  durable,  low  relief  work  is  also  done  in  clay.  In 
many  parts  of  India,  terracotta  figures  are  made  as  votive 
figures.  After  offerings,  these  votive  figures  are  used  by 
children  as  toys.  The  style  of  form  and  decoration  in  terracotta 
varies  from  place  to  place  in  India. 

In  this  picture,  we  see  a  few  examples  of  animals  made  of 
clay. 

3.  Farmer,  Terracotta,  Nadia,  West  Bengal 

Clay  is  nature's  gift  to  man  and  is  the  most  easily  available 
material,  which  is  used  for  making  a  variety  of  objects  from 
the  simple  pot  to  the  most  refined  terracottas.  The  Indian  toy 
makers  use  almost  every  available  material,  from  alluvial  soil 
to  wood,  from  waste  paper  to  rags,  from  cane,  grass  and 
bamboo  shafts  to  scrap  like  old  tin  to  make  toys  which  aim 
to  educate  and  develop  the  creativity  of  the  child.  These  toys 
provide  the  children  their  first  exposure  to  form  and  texture, 
colour  and  design,  light  and  sound. 

A  distinctive  tradition  of  toys  is  found  in  every  region  of 
India.  In  this  picture,  we  see  a  realistic  miniature  model  of 
a  farmer  or  fisherman  from  Krishnanagar  in  Nadia  district 
of  West  Bengal. 

Toys  made  in  Nadia  can  also  be  seen  in  museums  in  different 
parts  of  the  world. 

4.  Baul  Singer,  Terracotta,  Nadia,  West  Bengal 

Clay  dolls  and  toys  from  Krishnanagar  in  Nadia  district  of 
West  Bengal  are  known  for  their  fine  shape  and  realistic 
design.  These  toys  which  require  much  attention  for  finer 
details  are  moulded  by  the  hands.  Clay  from  the  banks  of 
the  local  river  Ghurni  is  used.  Each  doll  is  meticulously 
costumed.  These  toys  generally  known  as  ‘Costume  dolls' 
also  have  an  educational  purpose. 

In  this  picture,  we  see  a  musician,  popularly  known  as  a  ‘baul’ 
singer  of  Bengal  holding  an  instrument,  gopi  yantra,  also 
sometimes  called  the  ek  tara.  The  baul  singers  sing  traditional 
devotional  songs. 

5.  Three  Monkeys,  Coir  Grass,  Odisha 

The  use  of  grass  and  interlacing  leaves  for  making  functional 
articles  and  objects  of  beauty  has  a  very  old  tradition  in  India. 
Because  of  the  perishable  nature  of  materials  used,  ancient 
works  have  not  survived.  Toys  made  out  of  coir  grass  with  the 
minimum  of  tools  are  aesthetically  pleasing  and  working  with 
grass,  which  is  nature’s  gift  to  man,  also  gives  one  emotional 
satisfaction. 

The  dolls  and  toys  serve  as  aids  to  narration  of  myths  and 
legends  like  the  scroll  paintings  of  various  regions  of  India. 

In  this  picture,  we  see  three  famous  monkeys  that  teach  us 
to  follow  eternal  values  of  not  to  see,  hear  and  speak  evil  of 
others. 

6.  Tortoise  and  Crocodile,  Coir  Grass,  Odisha 

Most  of  the  traditional  toys  available  in  India  are  unique  in 
design  and  the  technique  used  in  making  them. The  experience 
provided  by  these  locally  made  toys  cannot  be  compared  with 
the  mass  produced  unicultural  toys  made  by  the  industry. 
Animals  play  a  large  role  in  rural  life  and  have  a  perennial 


fascination  for  the  urban  dweller.  Many  of  the  animal  toys  are 
common  to  all  regions,  with  local  variations. 

Like  other  states,  in  Odisha  also  coir  grass  is  used  for  making 
toys.  The  coir  grass  is  twined,  coiled  or  matted  and  usually 
dolls,  elephants  and  other  animals  and  hanging  mobiles  and 
miniature 

trees  are  made  from  this  material.  In  this  picture,  we  see  two 
toys  a  Tortoise  and  a  Crocodile  made  of  coir  grass. 

7.  Elephant,  Sikki  Grass,  Bihar 

Traditional  toys  are  generally  based  on  remarkable  creative 
concepts.  Every  sod  of  earth,  every  leaf  and  fibre  can  be 
moulded,  given  a  shape  or  woven  into  an  object  of  beauty, 
utility  or  for  entertainment.  At  Pattamadi  in  Turunelveli  district 
of  Tamil  Nadu,  for  instance,  plain  grass  is  woven  into  what  are 
perhaps  the  worlds’  most  delicate  mats. 

In  Bihar,  which  is  famous  for  its  Mithila  paintings,  sikki  grass  is 
used  for  making  toys  by  twining,  coiling  and  matting  the  grass. 
The  golden  yellow  straw  like  grass  is  dyed  in  vibrant  colours 
from  which  mats  and  toys,  usually,  dolls,  elephants,  hanging 
mobiles,  etc.  are  made. 

8.  Rattle,  Grass,  Uttar  Pradesh 

Flexible  grass  and  stems  are  twisted  and  plaited  into  forms 
that  serve  specific  functions.  The  traditional  toys  in  India  are 
excellent  examples  of  aesthetic  design.  The  basic  idea  of 
beauty  and  function  prevails  in  the  diversity  of  toys  found 
throughout  the  country.  The  colour,  shape  and  material 
which  the  child  notices  in  every  day  objects  also  trains  him 
to  respond  to  beauty  in  our  temples,  mosques,  sculptures, 
etc. 

In  India,  we  have  a  variety  of  rattles  ranging  from  those 
made  in  terracotta  to  the  ones  made  out  of  palm  leaves  with 
pebbles  or  seeds  used  to  make  the  rattling  sound.  Rattles 
come  in  a  variety  of  shapes  and  sizes — some  have  the,  so 
called,  lollypop  shape  and  some  are  hung  on  cradles  to 
attract  the  baby.  In  this  picture,  we  see  the  former  variety 
of  rattles. 

9.  Toy  Cart,  Wood 

For  sheer  imagination,  ingenuity,  dexterity  and  creativity,  the 
Indian  toy  maker  is  hard  to  beat.  In  India,  we  have  a  very  rich 
range  and  variety  of  wooden  toys  using  different  techniques. 
Some  toys  prepare  the  child  for  the  world  that  they  are  to  enter 
as  they  grow  into  adults. 

In  the  child’s  mind,  a  toy  cart  may  even  symbolise  the  huge 
wooden  chariot  used  in  Hindu  temples  which  are  beauifully 
decorated  when  the  deity  is  taken  out  in  procession. 

In  this  picture,  we  see  a  toy  cart  made  of  wood  which  is  perhaps 
the  first  vehicle  the  child  owns. 

10.  Birds  and  Animals,  Wood,  Odisha 

Very  often  an  educational  concept  can  be  taught  while 
experimenting  with  traditional  toys. 

In  the  picture  we  see  two  hanging  strips  of  matting  on  which 
traditional  wooden  figures  are  fixed.  These  can  be  displayed  in 
the  classroom  or  at  home  and  do  not  require  much  space.  As 
newer  designs  and  colours  are  being  constantly  experimented 
with  while  making  traditional  toys,  the  emphasis  is  on  innovative 
use  of  basic  raw  material  and  the  skills  of  the  craftsman  rather 
than  on  mechanical  perfection. 


1 1 .  Bride,  Cloth,  Punjab 

Cloth  has  been  used  for  making  toys  in  India  since  ancient 
times.  The  traditional  toy  makers  of  India  have  used  old 
clothes  to  make  dolls  depicting  brides  and  bridegrooms,  they 
are  generally  the  favourite  toys  and  pride  possessions  of 
children  in  rural  India. 

In  this  picture,  we  see  a  bride  from  North  India,  fully  clothed 
in  all  her  finery. 

12.  Elephant,  Wood,  Kondapalli,  Andhra 
Pradesh 

India  has  a  rich  tradition  of  wooden  toys.  There  are  centres 
in  almost  every  state  of  India  which  produce  these  toys, 
however,  the  design  and  technique  of  making  the  wooden 
toys  varies  from  region  to  region. 

In  Andhra  Pradesh,  Kondapalli,  a  little  village  in  the  Krishna 
district  is  best  known  for  its  widest  range  in  wooden  toys.  The 
artists  who  are  known  as  aryak-shtriyas  use  a  wood  locally 
known  as  tella  puniki  (Glotia  rattle  formis).  The  toys  are  finely 
painted.  The  most  famous  Kondapalli  toys  are  of  deities 
especially  the  dashavatara  set  and  ambari  or  caparisoned 
elephants,  which  we  see  in  this  picture. 

13.  Toys,  Wood,  Kondapalli,  Andhra  Pradesh 

Traditional  toys  made  at  Kondapalli,  Andhra  Pradesh,  mainly 
centre  around  mythical  figures.  However,  interesting  toys 
sharing  composite  scenes  of  daily  routine  chores  relating  to 
rural  life  are  also  very  popular.  In  such  toys,  we  could  see  a 
small  hut  with  a  woman  cooking  and  the  various  household 
implements  around  her  or  a  woman  milking  a  cow  or 
youngsters  tending  sheep  etc. 

In  this  picture,  we  see  four  figures  attired  in  traditional 
costume.  Apart  from  the  technical  skills  involved  in  making 
these  figures,  they  also  convey  the  joy  and  creativity  of  the 
craftsman. 

14.  Toys,  Wood,  Kondapalli,  Andhra  Pradesh 

The  traditional  toy  maker,  never  duplicates  a  figure. 
Though  the  toy  maker  always  try  to  follow  the  rules  and 
methods  of  craft  making,  however,  in  many  products  you 
can  see  a  distinctive  style  which  is  different  from  the 
archetype. 

In  this  picture,  we  see  six  standing  human  figures  which,  on 
the  one  hand,  show  the  diversity  of  costumes  in  India  and 
on  the  other  hand,  love  and  brotherhood — the  essentials  of 
peaceful  co-existence. 

The  artist  has  given  meticulous  attention  to  the  smallest  detail 
in  crafting  of  these  figures. 

15.  Wind  Mill,  Paper,  Delhi 

In  our  childhood,  we  have  all  experienced  the  joy  of  making 
drawings  on  paper.  Today,  paper  is  so  much  a  part  of  our 
day  to  day  life  that  we  tend  to  take  it  for  granted.  It  is  used 
for  a  variety  of  purposes  such  as  for  writing,  drawing  and 
painting,  making  greeting  cards,  Origami  and,  of  course,  for 
printing.  It  is  an  exciting  and  versatile  craft  medium  and  is 
available  in  different  textures  and  colours.  Creative  activities 
using  waste  paper  involve  the  children  in  producing  a  variety 
of  toys. 

This  picture  shows  popular  paper  toys  which  are  sold  mainly 
at  the  fairs  and  melas.  They  are  made  by  artisans  and  can 
easily  be  made  by  young  children. 


16.  Bird,  Paper,  Delhi 

Toy  making  as  a  craft  is  easy  to  learn  and  practice.  All 
traditional  toys  in  India  are  very  closely  associated  with  the 
concepts  of  science  and  technology  and  have  great  potential 
as  educational  aids  in  classroom  teaching. 

Toys  use  more  than  one  scientific  principle  and  the  classroom 
is  the  best  place  to  understand  these  through  discussions 
initiated  by  the  teacher. 

Since  paper  is  an  inexpensive,  easily  available  and  a  safe 
material  to  play  with,  experiments  have  been  conducted  to 
give  the  joy  of  learning  to  a  child  through  creative  use  of 
waste  paper. 

In  this  picture,  you  can  see  a  paper  bird  which  involves  simple 
mechanical  principles. 

17.  Hanging  Toys,  Cloth,  Gujarat 

In  Gujarat,  door  hangings  were  made  for  devotees  for  offering 
as  gifts  to  the  temple.  Kathiawar  in  Gujarat  is  famous  for  its 
torans — wall  hangings  which  welcome  visitors  to  the  home. 
Traditionally,  the  work  of  making  cloth  toys  has  been  done 
by  women  and  it  depicts  the  series  of  much  loved  animals, 
birds  and  flowers.  All  these  hanging  toys,  in  combination  with 
bells  and  bead  work  produce  a  sparkling  interior,  bringing 
beauty  and  grace  into  the  humblest  home.  These  hanging 
toys  also  known  as  mobiles  bring  to  the  child  in  the  cradle, 
his  first  glimpse  of  the  joy  and  wonder  in  form,  colour  and 
movement. 

18.  Camel,  Cloth,  Gujarat 

Indian  toys  have  always  encouraged  the  imagination  of  the 
child  and  unconsciously  the  child  learns  simple  educational 
concepts.  The  form  of  expression  ranging  from  realism  and 
simplicity  to  fantasy  and  abstraction  is  as  modern  as  it  is 
timeless. 

The  area  of  Sind  and  Gujarat  is  famous  for  producing 
a  variety  of  stuffed  toys  covered  with  rich  designs  and 
embroidery. 

The  stuffed  toy,  because  of  its  soft  flexible  form,  and  the 
embroidered  motifs,  portrays  the  refinement  and  skill  of  the 
artist. 

19.  Doll,  Cloth,  Ladakh,  Jammu  and  Kashmir 

Animal  figures  or  toys  and  dolls  made  out  of  remnants  of  old 
clothes  and  rags  are  usually  known  as  ‘stuffed  toys’  or  ‘rag 
dolls'.  These  figures  are  made  in  all  parts  of  India,  women 
specialise  in  making  these  loys. 

These  dolls,  which  show  a  great  variety  of  costumes  and 
colours,  are  generally  shown  engaged  in  one  job  or  the 
other. 

In  the  picture,  we  see  a  cloth  doll  wearing  the  traditional 
costume  of  Ladakh  sitting  on  a  Yak.  Traditional  toys  also  help 
in  learning  about  the  life  and  culture  of  a  particular  place. 

20.  Fish,  Wood,  Odisha 

Each  material  used  in  traditional  toy  making  has  its  own 
beauty  of  texture,  form  and  style  of  treatment.  Wood  and 
pith  work,  for  instance,  to  some  extent  create  angular 
figures,  whereas  a  doll  made  out  of  clay  has  great 
plasticity. 

Burgarh  in  Sambalpur  district  and  Puri  are  two  famous 


centres  of  wooden  toys  in  Odisha.  The  animal  toys  made 
at  Puri  are  very  popular  because  of  their  bright  colours  and 
unique  appearance  whereas  the  toys  made  at  Burgarh  are 
painted  in  muted  tones. 

In  this  picture,  we  see  a  toy  model  of  a  fish  made  at  Puri, 
Odisha. 

21.  Dancer,  Manipuri 

Traditional  toys  in  India  have  charm,  beauty  and  originality. 
The  dolls  of  Manipur  are  beautifully  prepared  wearing 
traditional  costumes  of  the  Rasa  dance,  complete  with  the 
veil  and  traditional  jewellery.  The  body  posture  generally 
shows  the  female  in  a  dancing  position.  The  dolls  are  made  in 
vibrant  colours  and  fascinate  one  and  all  alike. 

In  this  picture,  we  see  a  doll  in  the  traditional  Rasa  costume  of 
Manipur.  Manipur  is  known  for  its  natural  beauty,  hard  working 
people,  traditional  sports,  devotional  music  and  its  variety  of 
dances. 

22.  Bull,  Dhokra,  Metal  work,  Odisha 

Metal  casting  has  an  ancient  tradition  in  India.  The  dancing 
girl  or  the  bull  made  out  of  bronze  found  in  the  excavations 
of  the  Indus  Civilization  are  testimony  to  the  antiquity  of  the 
craft.  In  recreating  the  adult  world  for  children,  metal  has  been 
a  very  durable  medium. 

In  the  tribal  areas  of  India,  a  variety  of  metal  toys  are 
produced  and  no  two  toys  are  identical.  The  reason  being 
that  each  toy  is  cast  using  a  new  mould.  The  figures 
include  peacocks,  chameleons,  cobras,  crabs,  horses, 
deer  and  other  friends  from  the  animal  kingdom.  Human 
figures  are  also  made.  Each  piece  is  an  object  of  great 
beauty. 

In  this  picture,  you  see  a  toy  bull  made  of  bell  metal  in 
Odisha. 

23.  Birds,  Shells,  Goa 

The  coastal  States  and  Union  Territories  provide  a  rich 
panorama  of  toys  made  out  of  almost  every  conceivable 
material — clay,  cloth  and  natural  fibres.  Shells  of  all 
shapes  and  hues  are  also  found  all  along  the  sea  coast 
of  India. 

Shell  toys,  consisting  of  either  large  individual  shells  or  small 
ones  struck  together  to  form  figures  of  animals  are  cheap 
and  easy  to  make.  Shell  toys  are  an  example  of  how  nature's 
gift  can  be  used  to  create  beautiful  objects  which  have  the 
vibrancy  of  natural  life. 

24.  Animals,  Glass,  Uttar  Pradesh 

Glass  is  one  ot  the  most  beautiful  materials  invented  by 
man.  The  existence  of  glass  has  been  referred  to  in  the  epic, 
Mahabharata.  It  is  a  testimony  of  the  perfect  skill  and  creativity 
of  our  artisans  that  beautiful  articles  of  superb  quality 
were  made  of  glass  in  olden  times.  Glass  is  made  in  many 
centres  in  India  and  articles  of  a  varied  nature  are  produced. 
Considering  its  beautiful  shine  and  fragile  nature,  the  toys 
made  out  of  glass  are  delicately  handled  and  appreciated  by 
one  and  all. 

The  glass  industry  has  produced  attractive  miniature  toys  in 
different  colours  and  designs.  In  this  picture,  we  see  a  few 
animals  made  of  glass. 
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1.  ST^T,  iU+Ail 

fwf  %  RTFf  RTf  RRTI  TRR  RTRR  RTRRT  fRRRf  Ff  RT#T  tl  RpFR  % 
RTRi  RI  RcfR  3RfR  =MIV,  RR^  pHddl  %  RiRp  %  fRR  dlddl  %  (=Mk) 
RT  RtRTTRp  Rl  RRRRR  RfR  Ft  R#T  M  RRfpRR?  RRRjrft  Ftcft  tl 

RRR  R,  W#T  RRRI  R  Ft  fRRRt  RR  WI  R  RTRRT  ?RRcT  ( RRR)  Fg  ft 
RRRt  %  fRR  RfRRt  RrfR,  RtRft,  RTR  (fe^).  HRMcPl  RRJtf  3^  feHht 
RRT^  %  iRTR  Rt  fRTRT  RfIRT  TFT  tl 

SS'-HI  Tt  pHddl  %  RT  RRT  RRT  Rt  3RRR  RRRfRRT  yRl<JiRl  WR  tl 

RF  RRT  U,R>  TRR  RT  RR  TFT  t,  PdTl  RTfR  HR  “Jell  Tt  3TrR  R  il  FTRt  t 
RRTFT  f3R  tl  3RR  Rt  RF  feeftRT  TTRt  RR  3TRRt  3TfT  RIR>P4d  RRRT  tl 


1.  Monkey,  Terracotta 

The  art  of  clay  work  is  as  old  as  man  himself.  Very  fine  earth  which 
is  easily  available  along  the  banks  ol  the  rivers  is  most  suitable  for 
wheel  pottery. 

In  India,  clay  has  been  used  from  ancient  times,  not  only  to  make 
bricks  for  buildings  but  also  to  make  useful  objects  like  pots,  bowls, 
containers  and  decorative  pieces  and  toys. 

A  most  realistic  representation  of  a  monkey  made  of  clay,  climbing 
up  a  pole  which  he  grips  firmly  with  both  hands  and  feet,  has  been 
found  in  Harappa.This  toy  which  you  see  in  the  picture,  fascinates 
children  of  all  ages  even  today. 
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2.  WTeK  ,  ^  i  I  eh)  d  I 

TTRP  3pR  fecM  3FRI  3FF  FT  Rfa  ?PR  %  TTT«T-RT*T  fR^TTCF  RP 

RPR  Rl  RsKrt)')  =bc^Hi  dlch  3pR  F<RlfRFcT[  %  TFTR  %  <41  d  Jjcil  Fp 
RTfR  <+ii4  <*><4  'f ,  ftti  f^R  RPRP  W*ii<)  R  frt  RP  •H<<ncii  R  ff  ftR 

tl  3RRp  HHIcMFdl  Fp  JKPvfd  FlR  %  f^RT  FfZT  SRI  TjRP  ^  fRPw 

rihRiRT  4'  R  rrrP  ffi  t-  'gdFR  RfR  ^ij2dl<y  fRzePi 

TfRP  RR  R  RR  FI  TH<tR  qicr)  fR<rM  cTF  dIF  F  Pldil  R  FdP  3HI<Jild4)  FT 
WIWKd  FTP  tf*TT  PdFI*  FFl  %  ■feTTT  ^  tfoppjT  FIF  R  ?R  F  fed)  R 
RP  FR  FRRFcPP  Rl^lddl  RP  ddlf  FlRP  'tl  RTF  %  FpT  4)  RRlP  R,  pHddl 

SRI  fdflfa  FfFp  3H<t>Pd<MP  Fp  FFT  %  FSlR  Rl  fair  FTP  3HI<J>fd<4)'  Fp  fR 

fP§cPtR  %  FR  R  RP  y •Ml 1 1  R  cdlcp  tl  dKd  %  yc4<*>  FIH  F  FF  FcPP  fRidl 
SRI  Ffff  rR  3HI^Pd4P'  FT  FTFR  3pR  3T<rMRU|  Fp  RPRf  pFFpFR  RPRP  tl 


2.  Animals, Terracotta 

All  dolls  and  toys  are  a  source  of  great  delight  and  are  also 
educative  as  they  act  as  bridges  between  the  worlds  of  fantasy 
and  reality  from  which  children  journey  back  and  forth  with  great 
ease.  Among  the  various  materials  chosen  by  man  for  expressing 
his  creativity,  the  simplest  is  soft  and  malleable  clay. 

Figurines  in  the  round  made  in  clay  are  baked  in  order  to  make 
them  durable,  low  relief  work  is  also  done  in  clay.  In  many  parts 
of  India,  terracotta  figures  are  made  as  votive  figures.  After 
offerings,  these  votive  figures  are  used  by  children  as  toys.  The 
style  of  form  and  decoration  in  terracotta  varies  from  place  to 
place  in  India. 

In  this  picture,  we  see  a  few  examples  of  animals  made  of  clay. 
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3.  foflH,  i^lchldl,  HlfdiJI ,  gfy^M  sFTTH 

twt,  q^q  kt  q^fq  qft  t  sk  w  qsRT  k  qrakt  k  qqqw  qrqqt  t,  fqqqi  iw 
k  qtfa  3  kqq  qqtfkr  MRt^d  qcj  qqqft  qFffqqf  fqfqq  qqjtT  qqk  k  fkq;  qqtq 
fkqr  qrar  ti  qqqfq  fekkr  f^n=rfcn  qrsik  fqkt  k  kqq  qrqrk,  kqqi  qqqq,  qrqk  %  zqkf 
(tkk) ,  kq,  qra  3k  qkr  %  kk  qq  gkf  fkr  %  qqn  kqqi  wrat  kkt  qrqqq  qqkrt  qqqw 
RTTRTft  %  feekt  qqk  tl  feefk  q=lk  %  qt#  qqqq  ^q  q^qf  q^  3qqq  qqjq  qqqr,  fkfkq 
qqqr  3k  qqqrt  iqqqqqqn  qq  fqqqq  qqqr  kqT  ti  k  fekk,  q^k  %  qqqq  3k  qqrqq 
(krqqr)  tkq;  kr  3k  fkqikr  q«n  qrra  sk  tqfq  %  fkkq  q^arf  qk  qqk  qkf  !i 

qqq  %  qqkq  qk?T  k  IkickT  qk  qq;  fqfw  qkm  qr^  qnk  ti  qqgq  fqq  k,  ?q  qfkrq 
qqirr  %  qrfkn  fkk  k  f^wn  %  q^sk  qT  fqqqq  qft  qq;  q^q  qfkfkr  kq  qqk  ti 

fqqq  %  qkt  qrqf  k  qk  fqfkq  qwrqrqf  k  qfkrq  qqiqr  %  qTfqqr  fkk  k  qqk  qrk 
fcqftk  ki  qT  qrqk  ill 


3.  Farmer,  Terracotta,  Nadia,  West  Bengal 

Clay  is  nature's  gift  to  man  and  is  the  most  easily  available  material,  which  is 
used  for  making  a  variety  of  objects  from  the  simple  pot  to  the  most  refined 
terracottas.  The  Indian  toy  makers  use  almost  every  available  material,  from 
alluvial  soil  to  wood,  from  waste  paper  to  rags,  from  cane,  grass  and  bamboo 
shafts  to  scrap  like  old  tin  to  make  toys  which  aim  to  educate  and  develop  the 
creativity  of  the  child.  These  toys  provide  the  children  their  first  exposure  to  form 
and  texture,  colour  and  design,  light  and  sound. 

A  distinctive  tradition  of  toys  is  found  in  every  region  of  India.  In  this  picture, 
we  see  a  realistic  miniature  model  of  a  farmer  or  fisherman  from  Krishnanagar 
in  Nadia  district  of  West  Bengal. 

Toys  made  in  Nadia  can  also  be  seen  in  museums  in  different  parts  of  the  world. 
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4.  ^T3FT  TWtt,  Hlfeqi ,  qifaqq  oFTTfa 

fafaq  qfar  %  qrffaT  fTqqf  %  ^bU|H'K  4  qfa  qfat  ffafa  fa  Jjffafa 
cT^tt  ffafafa  srfa  qqjre  stffr  far  q^Tfatifa  fen^  fa  ffa;  fafag: 
tl  ^SFRq  fc|cRU|)'  qff  qqgfa  %  ffaT  ^q  RsIc-faT  fa  qqfa  %  fair  qfcT 
Trrqqpft  fa  3qq?qqqn  fafa  tl  3TTT:  fq  fefafaf  q  qffafrfa  fa  ^qqf  Ffa 
fa  ffafa  ffaqi  wctt  ti  fafa  fefafa  qqfa  fa  fcqi  wfaq  fat  “■grfa”  fa 
ffafa  fa  ffafat  fa  fafa  fa  FFTT  WRTT  tl  'sfap  Tjffaq  fa  fat  qjqqfa 
fa  farfafa  ffaqr  ftp  ti  ft  fafafaf  fa  qiqpqq;  “faq^  fafat”  fa  qm 

fa  WF  Far  tl  FT4TT  fafar  qfaqq  fa  fan  1 1 

w^d  fan  fa  ft  qnT  qmnT  fafafaqrR  fa  faj  Tmfa  ti  fa  qnsqr  qmqr  mq 

fa  nfafar  TF  fa  Mim  qicll  tl  ‘IN=h  fa  F8}  fa  fafa  fa  niH<q  FT?T  t, 

fat  qrfa-nTfa  qqFKi  fa  mq  fa  fa  qm  qiai  ti  qTFT  qmqr  qtqqqq 
fafa  fafa  qfa  ti 


4.  Baul  Singer,  Terracotta,  Nadia,  West  Bengal 

Clay  dolls  and  toys  from  Krishnanagar  in  Nadia  district  of  West 
Bengal  are  known  for  their  fine  shape  and  realistic  design. 
These  toys  which  require  much  attention  for  finer  details  are 
moulded  by  the  hands.  Clay  from  the  banks  of  the  local  river 
Ghurni  is  used.  Each  doll  is  meticulously  costumed.  These  toys 
generally  known  as  ‘Costume  dolls’  also  have  an  educational 
purpose. 

In  this  picture,  we  see  a  musician,  popularly  known  as  a  ‘baul’ 
singer  of  Bengal  holding  an  instrument,  gopi  yantra,  also 
sometimes  called  the  ek  tara.  The  baul  singers  sing  traditional 
devotional  songs. 
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5.  rffr  ^RTT,  HI  RATH  TT2T  W,  3Tt%TT 

Wet  Wff  cT«n  3TcTjjf*TH  "’Trft  Tf  ^Pl=b  3T4W  3  3tl4  ^Teft  ■H^JlI^cfl 
«Hl4  Tit  TTT  yml-1  H<H<.I  t?l  w  Rffa  ^  TR  ftft  Tie'll  y<*)K  Tit  yiH'il 
TT  #T  fTTT!  TSirar  f,  3T?T:  3TR  WR  T?t  TTTtr  T^  »I  Tft  f  I 
'1lRil<rt  ^Idl  NI*H  Rrt  3h|u1k1  %  y4)‘l  %  TUT  T^  fadl'l  ffl-^44lT 

3  <It<*>  ir$  'fi  Ttt  y^ifd  Tit  *te-Ti*t ,  Ttt  «hi4  %  fdy  y4)'i  ^ 
dl4  Tit  TTI  TTi  'HlT-IIC-l'fi  TRjfe  4t  3JTH  <*i<d)  ill 

Tjfemt;  3^  4h-ufu|<+.  cTSTT  TT  TTTTTft  %  if  f^  ^ 

I  %  Mtt  tI#  Ttt  tttt-tttt  Ttt  ^Pdyi  3rfri 

y^cl  fTT  Tf,  IF!  4tT  yPH«S  ^^<1  Tit  3n<Jifd  Tit  Itt  ■H<=b4  ^  isft  Ipt  '^TT 

T  4<a4 ,  T  RJT^  T[T  T  41  d  4  T>t  fwn  ^  'tl 


5.  Three  Monkeys,  Coir  Grass,  Odisha 

The  use  of  grass  and  interlacing  leaves  for  making  functional 
articles  and  objects  of  beauty  has  a  very  old  tradition  in  India. 
Because  of  the  perishable  nature  of  materials  used,  ancient  works 
have  not  survived.  Toys  made  out  of  coir  grass  with  the  minimum 
of  tools  are  aesthetically  pleasing  and  working  with  grass,  which 
is  nature’s  gift  to  man,  also  gives  one  emotional  satisfaction. 

The  dolls  and  toys  serve  as  aids  to  narration  of  myths  and  legends 
like  the  scroll  paintings  of  various  regions  of  India. 

In  this  picture,  we  see  three  famous  monkeys  that  teach  us  to 
follow  eternal  values  of  not  to  see,  hear  and  speak  evil  of  others. 
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6.  ^53TT  sffT  4-| J I JM ,  HlRilH  W,  aTtfeSTI 

■RKF  3  5Tfw?T  -qtWTcT  feefft,  fetIF  sffc  d+Hl'*  %  8fo  ^ 

srfgtffa  Fft  fl  TSTRfa  cftl  Tt  FTO  TJpf  TTR  sffaRf  #1  ^  fir  ^tro;  ^  FT  ferfftf 

^RI  yiM  STJTR  ^1=  ^Hl-l  TR  <JsiW)  "5RI  PiWd  f^TTT  ^TT  Tt  T^T  -HHM  yi'jifd  %  feefNt  % 
TTW  rJTHT  RFf  ^  ^T  TPTtftl 

tiftM  ^ftcR  3  ^  hfc^I  RthR  I  3fk  mi  %  W*r)'  3  3tftr  Ritfstt^ 
FtcfT  tl  ^|cT-^  TW*ft  fecM  ^  TSfHk  f^FT3T3Tf  %  TTW  TTFt  K?ff  ^  ^ 
t'l 

3rt  TF^rf  #  ^rffir,  aqVfem  hiR/w  w  Rsidh^  %  fcrc;  ‘sratT  f^rr  rri  ii 
'llR'Mel  RTTT  ^  TJ2TT,  d^R-ld  ^TT  -ddl^K  ‘SFTRTr  RTFT  f  3th  3FRR  T^ft  RRT!Tf  h  FT*ft, 

3TR  WQ  (WdcK)  3?R  cTCRrtf  ^T#  did ^flcd  ^TFJtT  cTSTT  RTJ  TRt  c}^  ^RTtr  RT?t  fl  fhF  if 
FF  dlRdd  -ddl  dW  h  Fl  TpFti  Raell^-V'h  dit^FT  afh  TJ^T  H'ltH^  ^71  44 dir)  ’tl 


6.  Tortoise  and  Crocodile,  Coir  Grass,  Odisha 

Most  of  the  traditional  toys  available  in  India  are  unique  in  design  and  the  technique 
used  in  making  them.  The  experience  provided  by  these  locally  made  toys  cannot  be 
compared  with  the  mass  produced  unicultural  toys  made  by  the  industry. 

Animals  play  a  large  role  in  rural  life  and  have  a  perennial  fascination  for  the  urban 
dweller.  Many  of  the  animal  toys  are  common  to  all  regions,  with  local  variations. 

Like  other  states,  in  Odisha  also  coir  grass  is  used  for  making  toys.  The  coir  grass  is 
twined,  coiled  or  matted  and  usually  dolls,  elephants  and  other  animals  and  hanging 
mobiles  and  miniature 

trees  are  made  from  this  material.  In  this  picture,  we  see  two  toys  a  Tortoise  and  a 
Crocodile  made  of  coir  grass. 


«iAj>fri<t)  til d  tr  yfyism 
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7.  7TT«fr,  f^ckbl  W,  f^FTT 

4HIHMC1:  TAKI'ld  fecfft  3TRT8TKT  {-cHlcH<+,  TRTcTT#'  (t^NKf)  TR 

snmfci  ^  fi  gssft  ^rra  f&nTeft,  tr4tt  ^  afk  M  ^ 

^AUII ,  <4  H  •H I P I  d  I  clfg  TT  fTR  "fRTT^R  %  (cm,  cSIcll  '3JT  •(Hcb  cl  I  ’§', 

3trfr  f^rr  Tin  trftt  ttt  ^rtrr  ^t  wr  ti  <mg<ui  %  f^T  dfHcHi^  % 
g^d^C'Cl)  pj|d  %  MddIHsI  *STH  Tt  FR^nTR  WA  «pRTT  YTFTT  f%?5[ 
tfdl^-ll  ■^TTcft  ill 

TF  *ft  FcFTT  #  3MTRfcRRF  t  1%  3Tcpft  ftffsMT  Pg^cbdl  %  %Ti  RfTTS 
ft«RT  T^rP  3  ftqsRhl  W  RTf  3TJ^cT  dRg  TR  cRpR  =FT,  'fTgefcjRT 
ct*TT  fqR  ^Idl^d  PdcfM  ^RRl  %  -SRTpT  ^  RFTT  FfRfT  || 

TPTTt  Tteft  f?R%  RRH  RTR  ^Tf  3tl+tpF  RTf  3  T7TT  ^RTT  f, 

3RFRI  TT«Tp  TR+I'j  ^  TTfcT^ftcT  fecftf  ^RTTR;  tl 


7.  Elephant,  Sikki  Grass,  Bihar 

Traditional  toys  are  generally  based  on  remarkable  creative 
concepts.  Every  sod  of  earth,  every  leaf  and  fibre  can  be 
moulded,  given  a  shape  or  woven  into  an  object  of  beauty,  utility 
or  for  entertainment.  At  Pattamadi  in  Turunelveli  district  of  Tamil 
Nadu,  for  instance,  plain  grass  is  woven  into  what  are  perhaps  the 
worlds’  most  delicate  mats. 

In  Bihar,  which  is  famous  for  its  Mithila  paintings,  sikki  grass  is 
used  for  making  toys  by  twining,  coiling  and  matting  the  grass. 
The  golden  yellow  straw  like  grass  is  dyed  in  vibrant  colours  from 
which  mats  and  toys,  usually,  dolls,  elephants,  hanging  mobiles, 
etc.  are  made. 
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8.  ^H^HI ,  WT,  3tTT 

fRYfa  WH  Rff  d-cflcil  RRT  3TtT  FRRTt'  (FfeRf)  RR  RRR^  ^RR  3TR  TJ?T  RR  R^ft 

Ft  rrt|  Rffift  I,  fRRRR  fRTtR  wrm  ftrt  ti  rr  rtf^t  rr  Ifritth  % 

FRR  %  FTWTR  feHtt  FF  RTR  %  ?fcg  3<|^<u[  f|  ^-<WI  3^  ftfRI^llddl  R7T  TJRf 
fRRR  FFT^  ^T  3  FTTT  RTt}  RstdlHT  RTt  fRfRFRT  3'  RTTRF  FRIT  tl  ^fRRT  RTtRR  RTt 
3Rg3Tt  3  RTRTRT  RTt  RR,  3RRTR  3^  RTTFTTt  W  t  3RTt  3^  FFl}  F^RTf,  FfFF<T  R 
ft'leF+dl  3?rfR  3  tNrJ  RTt  RF?Fl  RR  Ff?TSFR  FTRT  FtTTT  tl 

FRR  3  F>}  fwt  ^  RR  FR%  ^  RtRR  fRffa  «#T  3FFT  RR}  RTi3  RfR  RT 

RRTF  RRR  RTF  Rft  FftTRT  3  R^  t^H^Hl  RTt  MrrRT  FTRT  Ftcft  tl  s^H^H ,  MRR 
3FRRTt  3fTR  RftRMf  3  fFc#  f-^R5  eMFTF  %  3TTRRR  %  F^  t,  ^R5  RTt  %?J  RTt 
3TTRif^R  RR^  %  fRTR  Hld'i  FT  3T3RRRT  RTTTT  1?l  FRjTT  fRR  Tf  FF  ^-l^-li  RR  FFTRT 
FRRT  ^Tl  TTRRf  T?l 


8.  Rattle,  Grass,  Uttar  Pradesh 

Flexible  grass  and  stems  are  twisted  and  plaited  into  forms  that  serve 
specific  functions.  The  traditional  toys  in  India  are  excellent  examples  of 
aesthetic  design.  The  basic  idea  of  beauty  and  function  prevails  in  the 
diversity  of  toys  found  throughout  the  country.  The  colour,  shape  and 
material  which  the  child  notices  in  every  day  objects  also  trains  him  to 
respond  to  beauty  in  our  temples,  mosques,  sculptures,  etc. 

In  India,  we  have  a  variety  of  rattles  ranging  from  those  made  in  terracotta  to 
the  ones  made  out  of  palm  leaves  with  pebbles  or  seeds  used  to  make  the 
rattling  sound.  Rattles  come  in  a  variety  of  shapes  and  sizes — some  have 
the,  so  called,  lollypop  shape  and  some  are  hung  on  cradles  to  attract  the 
baby.  In  this  picture,  we  see  the  former  variety  of  rattles. 


FIFjilacti  RtcT  TJR  FfWiT’JT 
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9.  feHPTT  cFTC 

+<rMHI^llddl,  tpHkH+dl,  W>ldl  sfk  I  RTCcftR  feefHl 
frqfcn  ■qrrf^TcT  ^ftt  li  rtrt  I  f¥*R  d'+dWl'  #i 

wn  %  FFFlt  %  ^  feefrrf  ^rrct  Rip  rtto  T#t  Ii 

^TvFF  %  tR  I  TJg  Rddldl  TTpt,  ft^  T=ff^rV  4'  ■R^T  Pd^lM  el+l)  % 
^  ^  T«7t  ^  RcfcfT  RFCT  ^RJct  1^1  TRF?ft  t,  f^F#'  |?T  ^Ft  ^3RRI  Tjfif 
#FT  RTRT  I  fd+Md  FRR  tpWjl^T  FRFTT  WRTT  |l 

^5  feeM  R^Tf  ^ft  RTTFF  %  %IT  cR[R  TOI  tl 

URJd  F^d  4,  =hld  Raelldl  FTTf  |tsff  ^TT  FRTcft  |,  ^  FTFRd: 

did*  ^TT  46dl  RFR  Iftt  'll  3TR  *ff,  ^  sJTCT  dlfdd)  cT«TT  RFgsft 
ellH  ^  'dl'l  %  Rrty,  [sR-HrH^  listed^  %  IFF  I  y^dtl  f=h<ti  ^TRU  i^| 


9.  Toy  Cart,  Wood 

For  sheer  imagination,  ingenuity,  dexterity  and  creativity,  the  Indian 
toy  maker  is  hard  to  beat.  In  India,  we  have  a  very  rich  range 
and  variety  of  wooden  toys  using  different  techniques.  Some  toys 
prepare  the  child  for  the  world  that  they  are  to  enter  as  they  grow 
into  adults. 

In  the  child’s  mind,  a  toy  cart  may  even  symbolise  the  huge  wooden 
chariot  used  in  Hindu  temples  which  are  beauifully  decorated 
when  the  deity  is  taken  out  in  procession. 

In  this  picture,  we  see  a  toy  cart  made  of  wood  which  is  perhaps 
the  first  vehicle  the  child  owns. 
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10.  cfTO,  3TH^?TT 

fa  Rfd?f  ttrr  rrtorr  feefNf  %  nm  rrPr  w  3t^fr  rri 
f*FT  MI  MT  RtlfRF  fodH  fevffdi'  SRT  frllsIlRI  dT  ttrktt  tl 

■grgcT  fdR  a',  fR  RTRTFTf  d<*>fl  %  fwNf  R?t  RT  sniffer  ft  df^dl 
RfcRT  fa  TdF?t  t'l  f=#’  RIdT  3T«IM  RT  RT  Rfftfa  falRT  dl  dRdT  t  sftr  fR% 
t^nTtHTTfTTqRRft  3t|c|¥RR>dl  Rtd#'tl  MKMflch  fedM'RT  dt fdttTT RdfdtTR 
RfUdHIdf  3TtT  TRf  R1  RRfR  ft  T#  I,  ^PdlJ,  RdHtRdd  R1  dd  R  ftdd 
STTdK^  Rddt  TTFRdt  %  RRtR.  RdtdRT  3Ttf  RTRd  9TR  RT  dd  ffdt  dTRT 

tl 


10.  Birds  and  Animals,  Wood,  Odisha 

Very  often  an  educational  concept  can  be  taught  while 
experimenting  with  traditional  toys. 

In  the  picture  we  see  two  hanging  strips  of  matting  on  which 
traditional  wooden  figures  are  fixed.  These  can  be  displayed  in 
the  classroom  or  at  home  and  do  not  require  much  space.  As 
newer  designs  and  colours  are  being  constantly  experimented 
with  while  making  traditional  toys,  the  emphasis  is  on  innovative 
use  of  basic  raw  material  and  the  skills  of  the  craftsman  rather 
than  on  mechanical  perfection. 
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11.  ^T^T,  tT3TM 

HH'A  Tt,  'HKd  Tf  Rslcll^  «sMI^  %  fdy,  d^-dl  y'-ll'l  f^IT  ^n?TT  T^T 
tl  ’’TKcT  %  LKLKHId  feefftt  fTRfcTTstf  t  Tjcj  ^  eft  HsIdldT  %  WT  3 
^Htt  %  #nJ  TJtFf  TfrqtP  ^TT  TJ^t  -g^ffTf  fg^TT  t|  yiHMd:  ^  ITTTfN  « 
%  dWl  %  f5P1  Hadl-}  stl  tfwjjf  wnfd  t'l 

y<-^d  Pd^l  Tf  tPT  Tjof  ^rq  Tf  •H'JiV^Tsft,  Tf  3td<J>d ,  diH  'HKd  ^ff 

Trqt  5,ir?d  ^rq  Tt  t^sf  •Hdic)  1?l 


11.  Bride,  Cloth,  Punjab 

Cloth  has  been  used  for  making  toys  in  India  since  ancient  times. 
The  traditional  toy  makers  of  India  have  used  old  clothes  to  make 
dolls  depicting  brides  and  bridegrooms,  they  are  generally  the 
favourite  toys  and  pride  possessions  of  children  in  rural  India. 

In  this  picture,  we  see  a  bride  from  North  India,  fully  clothed  in  all 
her  finery. 
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12.  cFTC,  chl'ilMcrll,  3TTST 

<JTRrT  3  (FRtTft)  %  ferM  ^  WKT  tl  FK?T  %  vfWT  Ttc^F 
trt  t  t  «rgf  ^  feefprr  frRW  ttar  t,  ft  FraFst  % 

fec=Nf  ^  ftfifa  ^  -qf^eFFT  (fe^H)  sfk  rl4Hl<=b  TJFTTf  3$?T  t 
f«R  tl 

srra  ¥^1  %  ^nun  -fatt  ijcfr  ^fsnc#,  snt  erertt  % 

fecfrtf  MISFIT  %  tttTT  tl  3FF!1RF-%Tf^t  %  FFT  3  ^Fl  =n^ 
y P<H «S  '^nrll'tiK  * 1  clwll  Mdld-i]  ’  ’  %  -ih  t  ■dH  aiei!  eWtt  ^TT  ydl'l  difc) 
tl  fetNf  3h4  ttf  3  ^RFTT  ^TTcTT  tl  4)T^N<rdl  fevfNf  sflFTT 
ti  -rfw, g  t^n^t  ufdtrd^T  thft  t  f^nt  m  ^  ^ 

f^buJ,  %  F^INdK  yRl^Rl  tl  TJ^t  3T^T  dWry<H  TT^  Tfj^Tjnf  3T5Ttf  IfT 
■yulT^a  igsft  Ha  trill  ITT  Tt  y<-<Jd  Pdd  t  t®T  Tfl  TITicll  tl 


12.  Elephant,  Wood,  Kondapalli,  Andhra  Pradesh 

India  has  a  rich  tradition  of  wooden  toys.  There  are  centres  in 
almost  every  state  of  India  which  produce  these  toys,  however, 
the  design  and  technique  of  making  the  wooden  toys  varies  from 
region  to  region. 

In  Andhra  Pradesh,  Kondapalli,  a  little  village  in  the  Krishna  district 
is  best  known  for  its  widest  range  in  wooden  toys.  The  artists  who 
are  known  as  aryak-shtriyas  use  a  wood  locally  known  as  tella 
puniki  (Glotia  rattle  formis).  The  toys  are  finely  painted.  The  most 
famous  Kondapalli  toys  are  of  deities  especially  the  dashavatara 
set  and  ambari  or  caparisoned  elephants,  which  we  see  in  this 
picture. 
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13.  fed'H ,  cbl^Nc-dl,  3TTST  TT=t?T 

37ra  ft*RT  RtfsiH-rHl  3  ^  ^  RtWRT  feeM  Tpq  3 
'hRiR’I'R  hR^I  %  ti  6i<ni'Rt> ,  iii4Wi  ^  tM?rt 

^Rldi  Rfaq  %  RRtj  RTf  RRjTT  RRR  ^Rl=t)<  RsM^  *fj  Rfff  'dWrSJ'M 
tl  Ha  did)  %  ^W,  fR  Rftzj  STlR^t  4'  1#  Rtt  RRR  RRR^  ft* 

dT«rr  "SR  fqfqq  RRJR  RTr£  STRHmq  R0t  ff  RT  RTR  R7T  r|R  ^fj  qqt 
RT  ’te,  RRRt  RTfR  RTf  ^0-^3  RR^  RWf  RTt  ^0  RR^  tl 

R^f  fRR  t,  RR  MAUHId.  %*JRT,  t  R^t-RRft  RR  StTfrPdRj  ^0  RRRf  tl 
t  Rl^ddl,  RRR  RTt  ffctR  RR^  R  RRRR  RRRtRTt  RR;iddl3Tf  %  STfdRdd 
TRRFR  %  3RR0  3qk  TRRlcRRTRT  R7f  Rf  SffRoRRR  RRRt  tl 


13.  Toys,  Wood,  Kondapalli,  Andhra  Pradesh 

Traditional  toys  made  at  Kondapalli,  Andhra  Pradesh,  mainly 
centre  around  mythical  figures.  However,  interesting  toys  sharing 
composite  scenes  of  daily  routine  chores  relating  to  rural  life  are 
also  very  popular.  In  such  toys,  we  could  see  a  small  hut  with  a 
woman  cooking  and  the  various  household  implements  around 
her  or  a  woman  milking  a  cow  or  youngsters  tending  sheep  etc. 

In  this  picture,  we  see  four  figures  attired  in  traditional  costume. 
Apart  from  the  technical  skills  involved  in  making  these  figures, 
they  also  convey  the  joy  and  creativity  of  the  craftsman. 
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14.  ■fe'HH,  fe#,  3TTST 

WRHId  fecftif  %  Will,  etqrgt  %  TI5f  aflT  fqfkq  3qqnk  qk  TT# 
W  qrk  qqq  qrqt  fqqk  snoprfq  qk  ktenk  q#  ti  fedlH  fqqkn  fkqn 
fkcq  PhhI'ji  %  Piqnl  3tk  n<ichl  qq  hiqh  q><k  qk  kqq  qvwi  "t",  qr 
qspT-kt  qqj3^  3  qq  qq^  fqfqqq  ^leil  qk  kqt  q'+>r)  i?,  kf  qrfqqq  k 
fqq  qkk  li 

qqgq  fqq  T=f ,  qq  «isl  '4,  w  hi-m  arr^rfcPTr  kn  qqk  "t,  kf  qqr  kk 
qqq  k  kqqqr  qk  IkfqqqT  qqfkq  qqqt  t  ki  qqk  kk  qTffkyk  qq-qfkqq 
qk  qPiqi4cii ,  qq  kk  qr^qk  qk  qiq-n  qk  qfq^tqq  <+><<1!  i?i 

ct)<nictiK  q  qq  qi'jifdk]  qk  f?Tqqf^>q  qqk  ^q  aj^qqq  fkqjq  y qd,kl  =+-> <u  1 
qr  3#  'Hiqqikl  k  ®tr  fqqr  i?i 


14. Toys,  Wood,  Kondapalli,  Andhra  Pradesh 

The  traditional  toy  maker,  never  duplicates  a  figure.  Though 
the  toy  maker  always  try  to  follow  the  rules  and  methods 
of  craft  making,  however,  in  many  products  you  can  see  a 
distinctive  style  which  is  different  from  the  archetype. 

In  this  picture,  we  see  six  standing  human  figures  which,  on  the 
one  hand,  show  the  diversity  of  costumes  in  India  and  on  the 
other  hand,  love  and  brotherhood — the  essentials  of  peaceful  co¬ 
existence. 

The  artist  has  given  meticulous  attention  to  the  smallest  detail  in 
crafting  of  these  figures. 


Walken  til n  Tjq  Centre  tor  Cultural  Resources  and  Training 


MKUjRch  RsJHH 

Traditional  Toys 


15.  TO  ftprgrT,  cKMM ,  fc=rTT 

3FFt  FFR  -4',  FF  FIFt  3  F7FR  FT  fFF  FFl4  %  3TTFR  FTt  fFRT 

^1  3TTF,  =M‘M  5Hll  ^Pl^h  "FpcR  cfH  TTFI  iTr  ShPic||4  FR  Ft  ^=bl  1? 
fFT  FF  FFfFt  FTF  Ft  RtFF  FR  FTTR  ^QF  tl  FRFF  FTt  faf*FT  W  3 
FTT!1!  3  RTF!  RTFI  t  ^  %n4.  tuffFTF.  fFFffFR  3^k  fFFFTKt  Ft4, 
FJFFIHFI  FRi  3TfftRTt  ( TOTTR  Fr4)  3Tk  FsRT  tgi  FTFTR,  TRT 

ffftffffi  sftr  f^htfI  Puff  ft«r  I  3fo  ff  Mfr  TRFFTsit'  (fftff) 
fft  tqf  3  rf®i  i  i  ^fik  frff  fr  iwi  ff4  fq;  fri  ft(  Mfr 
MI  %  feefft  FFR  %  Fr4  F  uNPdd  fFRT  FT  TTFFTT  tl 

qrgir  Iff  f  frff  %  dRpyq  (y-dPdd)  fectt  tii  ft  fft4  t,  Ft 
yqR’d:  tcff  F  Ft  FF  FTt  tl  FF  feefNf  Ft  FRlhR  FFTt  t  3^1  fF 
feefttf  Ft  FFTFT  fFRlk  FRf  Ft  ftRFTFT  FT  FFFT  tl 


15.  Wind  Mill,  Paper,  Delhi 

In  our  childhood,  we  have  all  experienced  the  joy  of  making 
drawings  on  paper.  Today,  paper  is  so  much  a  part  of  our  day 
to  day  life  that  we  tend  to  take  it  for  granted.  It  is  used  for  a 
variety  of  purposes  such  as  for  writing,  drawing  and  painting, 
making  greeting  cards,  Origami  and,  of  course,  for  printing. 
It  is  an  exciting  and  versatile  craft  medium  and  is  available  in 
different  textures  and  colours.  Creative  activities  using  waste 
paper  involve  the  children  in  producing  a  variety  of  toys. 

This  picture  shows  popular  paper  toys  which  are  sold  mainly  at 
the  fairs  and  melas.  They  are  made  by  artisans  and  can  easily  be 
made  by  young  children. 
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16.  cbMM,  faTTTT 

f^TRI  %  qsq  3  ftsIHft  qqRT  3?fq  fR  R#'  TF1T  3TRTR  |l  *IRc!  % 

'’TORFTcT  feefti  fqqH  sftq  cPfRt^  qft  W=b<rHHI3ff  3  FlTd  #  fTTF  3  fT  t  afk 
qq^r  qft  qqTt  4'  wft3t  qqqqt  %  Rq  3  fm  qfa  qqrqt  qqqrq  ti 

fecfft  qqpl  3  (ftsffiMf  3)  qqqfaqr  ^lfH+  fesfaf  qq  qqfq  ?kr  t  sftr  3T*qrqqtf 
IR  qqfsff  3qfq  %  riktr  3  r  Rh^mT  qrf  wi  sifc  rm^h  qr  fqq  ^ 

WH  tl 

TjfqT  ^FR  qq?  FRT,  3TOpft  3  RFFTR  sfk  7ieFt  %  %q  Tpfsffi  FTFlff  t,  3FT; 
q^l  qq|  qqfqqq  qq  3tpr  w  ifi  %  fqqq  ^qqq  qqqq  %  Tqqqqqq  q#i  qq  qqfq 
fqrq  r  qt  i?i 

qqqq  fqq  3  sqq  qqqq  3  qq  qqr  qqt  ^qq  qrqqf  t.  fq^  qqqqr  qiPqqTI  fq^i'dl  % 
sirarq  qq  qqrqt  qqi  ti 


16.  Bird,  Paper,  Delhi 

Toy  making  as  a  craft  is  easy  to  learn  and  practice.  All  traditional  toys  in  India 
are  very  closely  associated  with  the  concepts  of  science  and  technology  and 
have  great  potential  as  educational  aids  in  classroom  teaching. 

Toys  use  more  than  one  scientific  principle  and  the  classroom  is  the  best 
place  to  understand  these  through  discussions  initiated  by  the  teacher. 

Since  paper  is  an  inexpensive,  easily  available  and  a  safe  material  to  play 
with,  experiments  have  been  conducted  to  give  the  joy  of  learning  to  a  child 
through  creative  use  of  waste  paper. 

In  this  picture,  you  can  see  a  paper  bird  which  involves  simple  mechanical 
principles. 
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17.  FhHc||  (  <H<i<*>l}  cfTc^)  RsJHH  ,  TpTTTrT 

"pRra  RpR  3  TRTR  3rf%  ^TT^  %  fcTTT  «THRT5Rf  tg  gK  RT  cT^THT 
^  RTTl  fecdl-l  RRir  ^  «R  q^RTct  RTT  dilfcV-IMR  fqdT  qfaKf  TT 
%  folk,  ddlk,  c|l<H  dkull  %  yR-l=S  fh  R?  cflTOT  R7  A  3TTtT  ^6HHl 
Rd  TRFRT  dHr)  ydld  't'l 

mAkhm  aa  at  aha  feprf  ^ri  fRAt  art  I  sfR  ta  aW  A  aMta 

xT?J3Tf ,  ■’TfSrRTt  3Tfc  *j>cdl  Aft  ^  tarn  I  AfAcRAd  eldl  "f  I  AfeAf  3^  *-HA>l  % 
a>ih  A%A  A  AAt  cldchlk,  'did  Aid  Racdl’-) ,  RAT  'diet'd  ARhTAcd  y^gd 
RR^  f  Ah  ATATRR  h  AA^  ATRj  AR  RTf  At  ^ddl  RAT  A-thlRdl  3  AT 
^  f  I  dd+lk,  Aid  AT^  Hadd,  ATART  %  ^JRt  (ATRFt)  %  ART  R1A  Aid 

at  f?T7jAt  Art  arr  Aft  AgTjfR  hrm  rhc)  i?  rat  tarr,  ta  sfR  Afa 
RAT  RR?  PdR-Hd  AR^  t'l 


17.  Hanging  Toys,  Cloth,  Gujarat 

In  Gujarat,  door  hangings  were  made  for  devotees  for  offering 
as  gifts  to  the  temple.  Kathiawar  in  Gujarat  is  famous  for  its 
torans — wall  hangings  which  welcome  visitors  to  the  home. 

Traditionally,  the  work  of  making  cloth  toys  has  been  done  by 
women  and  it  depicts  the  series  of  much  loved  animals,  birds  and 
flowers.  All  these  hanging  toys,  in  combination  with  bells  and  bead 
work  produce  a  sparkling  interior,  bringing  beauty  and  grace  into 
the  humblest  home.  These  hanging  toys  also  known  as  mobiles 
bring  to  the  child  in  the  cradle,  his  first  glimpse  of  the  joy  and 
wonder  in  form,  colour  and  movement. 
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18.  cF^^T, 

TOW  wte  RsIdW  TON  RTOf  TOt  <+> crMHI  TlfTO  TOt  yjdflfed  TOl 

t  sfk  to  w  torfI  #  rtto  to3  totto  to  Rtfro  from'  tot 

3HlcH-Hld  n\  TOT  RfTO  tl  RfcR  %  TOT  sfk  RTRRTOTT  (TOTOT)  3  ^TOT 
died dl  ( dd  Pdd )  3?k  di'-llc'l-d'xrHdl  %  TTO  '■I  TOfRTOfTOT  %  UTOR 
TOtR  TO^jfTO  TOf  f ,  TOtffTO  TO  TO  TORT  TO  RRTR  TOt  ttTOI 

fTOT  3^1  JJ,TOId  $3f,  3Tlditj'+i  fTOTTTOt  (  MRchedHI3Tf)  3Tk  TOTO?  fTOTr  TO; 
TORTO!  3  TRf  fRfRR  TOR  %  TOR  TJTOT  feett  RTOt  %  %rr  tl 

TOTOJTO  RsIdlHI.  3RR[  RRTTRR.  TO#?!  TORTO  TOT  TOT  TO  TOTJcT  TOST^dd 
TOJlf  %  TORR  RTOTTOKf  TOt  RTOT  afa  ^TOTOTT  TOt  TO^fcT  TOTOT  tl 


18.  Camel,  Cloth,  Gujarat 

Indian  toys  have  always  encouraged  the  imagination  of  the  child 
and  unconsciously  the  child  learns  simple  educational  concepts. 
The  form  of  expression  ranging  from  realism  and  simplicity  to 
fantasy  and  abstraction  is  as  modern  as  it  is  timeless. 

The  area  of  Sind  and  Gujarat  is  famous  for  producing  a  variety  of 
stuffed  toys  covered  with  rich  designs  and  embroidery. 

The  stuffed  toy,  because  of  its  soft  flexible  form,  and  the 
embroidered  motifs,  portrays  the  refinement  and  skill  of  the 
artist. 
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19.  'jflpIT,  WTST,  cTgjrer,  ^TDT  3TF  cfi7*fiT 


^  fkti  if  wft  ■qg  an$f<i4i  %  fec#n  #c  ^nsff  ^  wtRff: 
J:i  -:r-'fFl”  TV  -rqzi  Tjffetf”  <BFf  ^Ictf  tl  if  3IF£fo?i  w  %  T3# 
•  :  q  w;i  vm  t  afc  p  fepferr  kr  wt  n  fefe  feiq  ^rerar  T7§>f] 

.  4fe4  3FEF  %•  felW'  cf«TT  THi  kt  JPf?H  <+  ;dl  »jfeqil<  feqft 

q  few  ^P7  A  -&m  tr  %  ^  cRt  srcftfa  TfRrft  fl 

TrP  f  ~<  a  TH  -irw  RT  4<3T  p  c^R3  fer  f  W’W  kfhjqi  if  TRlt 
>■!  TtR!  fe  --i-f  A  f|  XRCRIJPI  fjgcfq  feqft  WH  fefet  %  RR-RffeT 

.■i:  •  ;-::  fe  fen:  q  wtori  bn  if  >m=.r%  it?.  ft 


DC-'  Cloth.,  Ladakh,  Jamnsu  and  Kashmir 

Animal  figures  or  toys  and  dolls  made  out  of  remnants  of  old 
clothes  and  rags  are  usually  known  as  ‘stuffed  toys  or  ‘rag  dolls’. 
These  figures  are  made  in  ai!  parts  of  India,  women  specialise  in 
makmg  these  loys. 

These  dpi  is,  which  show  a  grea-  variety  of  costumes  and  colours, 
i't  go;  •eratly  c  town  engaged  in  one  job  cr  the  other. 

in  tf  ■  picture.  we  see  a  cloth  do:!  wearing  the  traditional  costume 
■oak-  s  Ting  on  a  Yak.  Tradit  .rial  :c  ,3  •  so  help  in  learning 
about  the  life  and  culture  of  a  particular  o'ace. 
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20.  w#,  afrfe^n 

MWI'ld  feefH  ^HFt  TTTRTft  3^ 

Sffaf^T  ^T  SFRT  Tph^j  tl  <KI£<u|  %  %i  d  +  41  (^TTH) 

H'mII  dd4,  cRT  d4lul]d  ^i^ifd'HI  PdP4d  difdl  i?,  'dstP+i  pHidl  Tt 

^Tt  3TTfrf?RTf  3Tc*rftRF  ^q<A|dl  Ftcft  tl 

3TTfem  %  <=hld  TT  P<sl<dldl  %  Tf  ypH«S  f?— TToTTPJT  Pd<rl  qq  «t'|[ 

dlHdi  T®TR  sftr  'ytl  Tjff  t  ^  P<acll4  3tMd  Rjft  3^  fsrfRFq 

Pd^N-^rra  »4  tr  %  ^TRnr  dUPyii  t  ^tf  t 
frWcT  feeM  Mjrt  1%it  ti 

TOjTT  t,  -^T  3tfe?TT  ft*RT  gPt  t  fecfft  yPd^M 

Trart  ti 


20.  Fish,  Wood,  Odisha 

Each  material  used  in  traditional  toy  making  has  its  own  beauty 
of  texture,  form  and  style  of  treatment.  Wood  and  pith  work, 
for  instance,  to  some  extent  create  angular  figures,  whereas 
a  doll  made  out  of  clay  has  great  plasticity. 

Burgarh  in  Sambalpur  district  and  Puri  are  two  famous  centres 
of  wooden  toys  in  Odisha.  The  animal  toys  made  at  Puri  are  very 
popular  because  of  their  bright  colours  and  unique  appearance 
whereas  the  toys  made  at  Burgarh  are  painted  in  muted  tones. 

In  this  picture,  we  see  a  toy  model  of  a  fish  made  at  Puri, 
Odisha. 
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-1.  -'4^1 ,  RtTTFTTt 

o 


-h  RTTCPTT  r<9r:flil'  3  3T3FTR  ITT  3TTct,tj'U| ,  TrrfcflRTT  rTSTT  f%PTlTl%T 
tfTi  ?1cft  tl  3FTJ[  m  Tf  RdctH  3Tfc  Tjftlrti  sRT3  ^T?ft  tl 

‘#Ty[  irf  ^jfsRTiT!  irt  TW  ^7  cpt  T7'<M<HM  iw]lT  ^  ^er; 

<  am)  1*77  tow  sTT'ijsprrf  7#?r  tl 

v5ft  .  >.!•■  ITT  -H I H I -4 cl :  dr q  grl  1J5I  T7  y^frl  flRTI  ^TTcTT 

1  ;=r  -jfeqif  irt  tht  T  lani  ^rrai  t  3tr  if  rtrI  irt  ffrferr 

ITRcft  tl 

—  H  4  ?/R  R  'iT  it  WRHId  t  TTlt  dJTlT  tl 

iT  y  I  ^  fa  1'  RSdci]  cfrnt'.  RTWll  Rfll  RPTtrl  3TR 

-;y  m  %  ^c«T  %  tcp  yfrrs  ti 


21.  Dancer.  jVSanipuri 

Traditional  toys  in  India  have  charm,  beauty  and  originality. 

The  dolls  of  Manipur  are  beautifully  prepared  wearing  traditional 
costumes  of  the  Rasa  dance,  complete  with  the  veil  and 
traditional  jewellery.  The  body  posture  generally  shows  the  female 
in  a  dancing  position.  The  dolls  are  made  in  vibrant  colours  and 

fasc’nate  one  and  all  alike. 

In  this  picture  we  see  a  doll  in  the  traditional  Rasa  costume  of 
Manipur.  Manipur  is  known  for  its  natural  beauty,  hard  working 
people  traditional  sports,  devotional  music  and  its  variety  of 
dances. 


nipTdct)  9TH  rrg  yfvisrm  ch-S  Centre  for  Cultural  Resources  and  Training 


Traditional  'Toys 


22.  wr,  «nfrn,  *ng  aflPsYn 

Wn  -a  vmiR-ilT  T?  yrg  «pp}  1*PJT  an  T?i  tl  Tf«Tffi  fer  <f?rl  3 
w,  t  ^  ^Trfr  ttstt  "j???crT  ^f+zi  fe  ^  fe-  lifaffe,  wrg  f^q 
fe  Tpsra^n  cet  wqv.  wi  ti  ^rsg?  %  m  ffeq  gft  ■ftt^rr  % 
m  3,  ?n  fcFits  riwto  ^  fi  %  qR^mfra  &fe  3, 

*113  %  fWii  oFfn3:  nd  t  ajk  ^  fe#t  v^f.  tft' 

?ra,  wm:  (Wirt  fe  srr  3CfRtr  Rt*  #to  fen  ^rti 

tl  RR,  ffeffe,  •IPI,  fe^i.  Etel,  TSTJT  sfR  ^  tiTO  %  3RI  fet 

•SflffNi  w  #fr  *?  fejR  feT  <!Rft  £l  TFhT  Sflfrffaf  wf  W  "RTcft  f  R«fl 

■$?ft  3lcfeh  'ilpffh  W  3P|§  rk4  fe)  tp^ra  TOt  f , 
t*p  ffe  “4,  afemm  t)  «n^  fferq  yj  c-:,  ^r,  q  -  •  r  p-q  ^ 


•  ■  Bud,  ■  Me  as  iv«  •■  .  ;; s? 

.Metal  casting  has  an  ancient  tradition  in  India.  The  dancing  girl 
or  the  bull  made  out  of  bronze  found  in  the  excavations  o:  the 
Indus  Civilization  are  testimony  to  the  antiquity  of  the  craft,  in 
recreating  the  adult  world  for  children,  metal  has  been  a  very- 
durable  medium. 

In  the  tribal  areas  of  India  a  variety  cf  metal  toys  are  croduced 
and  no  two  toys  are  identical.  The  reason  being  that  each 
toy  is  cast  using  a  new  mould.  The  figures  include  peacocks, 
chameleons,  cobras,  crabs,  horses,  deer  and  other  friends 
from  the  animal  k  ngdom.  Human  figures  are  also  made.  Each 
piece  is  an  object  of  great  beauty. 

!  ■■  rms  picture,  ycu  see  a  toy  b-..  made  of  bell  metal  in  Or!  sha. 
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23.  ■q'8-ft,  #qt  fvi<rM ,  TfraT 

trt  afk  Tm  ?nftT?T  w  -aft 

yi^fdch  M  t!  dim.  >j||^  did  Ha  ell'll  ^>T  TPpj  hR^4! 
TOpT  fl  'RTeT  %  TFP  W.  %  STTH-W  Tf^ft  ¥3TTT  %  STRTR  3tR 
^  ‘^ftftpTf  TfTO  f| 

%  TfT«T  TT^,  P3R1TT  TftffcRTf  T3cf  sM  TTtRral  ^  aft 
3Tr^f?mY  ^ft  fecM  wr  stfc  3  stfth  ^  f'i  vRtnvilu  tiff  ^  ttt 
f^TT  %  MtNld.  #q  fwr  ^  ^  ^  Rddl-1  fH  ^TT  wi 

■5TF5?T  t  yi^Pd^  Wp=R  %  W^T  TT%cT  Tpvt  ^KJ3Tf  TJTt  faRfa 
%  ferc;  f^n  ’5RTR  Rfrfd  ^  ^Fgsfr'  ^t  trRt  Rrtt  tttrt  ti 


23.  Birds,  Shells,  Goa 


The  coastal  States  and  Union  Territories  provide  a  rich 
panorama  of  toys  made  out  of  almost  every  conceivable 
material — clay,  cloth  and  natural  fibres.  Shells  of  all  shapes 
and  hues  are  also  found  all  along  the  sea  coast  of  India. 

Shell  toys,  consisting  of  either  large  individual  shells  or  small 
ones  struck  together  to  form  figures  of  animals  are  cheap  and 
easy  to  make.  Shell  toys  are  an  example  of  how  nature's  gift  can 
be  used  to  create  beautiful  objects  which  have  the  vibrancy  of 
natural  life. 
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24.  WT,  cFRT,  3tTT 

47T4,  4T44  ira  4444  4ft  4Tk  4Teft  44ff447  Wifi) 4  4  k  447 
f  I  444  %  Sffe44  44  tM  4^'  4s44>M  44T4TT4  4  4f  444  4^4  tl 
4T#T  444  3  444  4ft  711-KR,  ^44  444^  44lf  4Tcft  «ff|  k  44J4  44k 
44TtrRf  4ft  9^4  ^Mdl  sfk  4^444444  44  4444  tl  4T4T  4  47^  444Tf 
4T  444  44  f44t4  f474T  4T4T  t  sfk  fqf44  447R  4ft  44J3ff  4ft  frftd 
f44TT  444  tl  444t  4pTr  4447  4k  14fe4  tft  4ft  4f7fcT  %  4444  444 
k  44t  4Tct  fecttt  4ft  47I44T4t  k  44hT  t  444T  444  t  sfk  44t  ?44ft 
44144  44[t  tl 

444  444T  t  M44  44f  3?R  4t44444T3tf  (tt4T54t)  t  3447^47  4^  44  fecfft 
r^Wd  f47T>  tl  y-HJd  Fdd  t  44  4714  %  44  <J?$  4J44T  (4?J)  44  447t  tl 


24.  Animals,  Glass,  Uttar  Pradesh 

Glass  is  one  ot  the  most  beautiful  materials  invented  by  man.  The 
existence  of  glass  has  been  referred  to  in  the  epic,  Mahabharata. 
It  is  a  testimony  of  the  perfect  skill  and  creativity  of  our  artisans 
that  beautiful  articles  of  superb  quality  were  made  of  glass  in 
olden  times.  Glass  is  made  in  many  centres  in  India  and  articles  of 
a  varied  nature  are  produced.  Considering  its  beautiful  shine  and 
fragile  nature,  the  toys  made  out  of  glass  are  delicately  handled 
and  appreciated  by  one  and  all. 

The  glass  industry  has  produced  attractive  miniature  toys  in 
different  colours  and  designs.  In  this  picture,  we  see  a  few  animals 
made  of  glass. 
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